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    Analysis Map 
Indigenous semi-mature 
broadleaves found throughout the 
northern and southern parts of the 
woodland will be retained as 
future seed trees. There is limited open space, being 

restricted to timber stacking area 
at the main access point. 

Red Wood ants, a locally 
important BAP species are 
abundant throughout the wood, 
with numerous mobile active 
nests. 
 

The network of rides and 
paths are used by visitors 
from the nearby villages 
primarily for walking. 

Natural regeneration of native 
broadleaves has proven successful 
in the northern and southern parts 
of the woodland where previous 
heavy thinnings have occurred. 
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Indigenous natural regeneration, already 
developing, will be retained and favoured 
during future thinning operations.  Conifers 
will be gradually removed, enabling some 
continuity of canopy cover until the 
broadleaved understorey has developed fully.  
In pure conifer areas, regeneration thinnings 
will be undertaken to increase light levels and 
encourage initialisation of broadleaf 
regeneration, before gradual complete 
removal of the conifer canopy. 
 

    Concept  Map 

Trees around the pond will 
be selectively felled, 
removing all the conifers 
from within 20m and 
creating an open canopy 
that will create dappled 
shade over the pond whilst 
providing cover for the site's 
fauna. 
 

Through a programme of 
thinnings, rideside 
management and the creation 
of open space, the woodlands 
will be managed to provide a 
woodland edge habitat to 
encourage colonisation by 
invertebrates.  Priority will be 
given to east-west oriented 
rides, with a phased cutting of 
vegetation introduced to 
encourage ground flora.  
 

Areas with existing semi-
mature broadleaves will be 
managed on a single tree 
selection system.  Indigenous 
broadleaves will be retained 
and favoured during the 
thinning operations by 'halo 
thinning' to encourage crown 
development and to increase 
light levels to encourage 
natural regeneration.  This will 
enable some continuity of 
canopy cover and minimise the 
impact of future felling 
operations on the woodland 
ecology. 

Areas of pure conifers with Wood ants' nests will be thinned and 
selectively felled to encourage their development.  Due to the 
mobility of their nests, regular surveys will be undertaken to 
monitor their spread and growth to ensure forest operations 
including restocking do not adversely affect population growth. 
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The two areas of natural 
reserves will be managed 
through a minimum 
intervention policy to allow 
the natural ecological 
process to take place. 

The Scots pine will be 
selectively felled to 
encourage natural 
regeneration to become 
established. 

Broadleaf stands will 
be selectively felled 
favouring the retention 
and establishment of 
indigenous species. 

The memorial tree 
planting plot will be 
managed as a long 
term retention. 

Silvicultural 
Systems 

The Corsican pine 
stands will be 
managed through a 
group felling 
programme to open up 
the stands and allow 
small groups of trees 
to be replanted and 
become established.  
This will ensure a 
continuation of conifer 
woodland cover 
needed by the Red 
Wood ants. 
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The two main forest 
rides will be widened 
and scalloped to allow a 
wide woodland edge 
habitat to develop.  
Small groups and 
individual trees will be 
retained along these 
rides to create 
additional secondary 
woodland habitat and 
create a buffer to 
prevent the wind being 
funnelled down these 
routes. 

Natural reserves have been 
identified which will be 
managed by minimum 
intervention.  These will 
provide undisturbed 
woodland areas for wildlife.  

Arley Wood will be 
managed through 
continuous cover 
management systems 
which will allow an 
understory of trees to 
regenerate or be planted 
prior to the overstorey 
being removed.  This will 
allow a diverse stand 
structure to develop of 
trees of varying ages and 
species. 
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Future Species 
The central area of Arley 
Wood will be allowed to 
develop into a mixed 
broadleaf and conifer 
stand.  This will be 
achieved through the 
natural regeneration of 
broadleaves and planting 
small groups of evergreen 
conifers.   
 
The continuation of conifers 
on this PAWS site will be 
done solely to provide the 
right habitat requirements 
needed to support the large 
colonies of Red Wood ants 
found in Arley Wood.  The 
Wood ant has been 
identified within the 
Warwickshire Biodiversity 
Action Plan as a species 
that need special 
protection.   
 

The current broadleaf 
stands will be retained 
and will be allowed to 
regenerate in adjacent 
stands. 
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Arley Wood 2014 Arley Wood 2014 

 

Rides have  
been widened. 

Scots pine 
Corsican pine dominates the 
central area of the woodland. 

Arley Wood 2025 

 

Corsican pine stands have been opened up 
and an understory of pine and broadleaves 
is now becoming established. 
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Arley wood 2045 Arley wood 2045 

 

The central area of Arley is 
becoming a mixed 
broadleaf/conifer woodland. 

Arley Wood 2061 

 

The broadleaf stands have 
been managed through a 
selective felling programme 
and are now developing into 
mature stands with a diverse 
understory of indigenous 
broadleaves. 

Two broadleaf stands 
have been left as 
Natural Reserves and 
managed under a 
minimal intervention 
policy 

The mixed broadleaf and conifer 
stands are kept open to provide the 
appropriate habitat requirements 
for the Red Wood Ants. 
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