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A small area of former wood pasture 
lies in the north eastern corner of the 
forest.  This area was planted with 
conifers but still retains a number of 
veteran trees. 

Cannock Forest covers nearly 40% of 
the AONB and is an integral part of the 
local landscape.  Only a small area of 
forest on the western edge lies outside 
of the AONB boundary. 

The protective nature of the 
forest has conserved a wealth 
of archaeological features 
from many time periods.  Most 
numerous are the bell pits, 
wood banks and military 
features.  There is only one 
Scheduled Ancient Monument 
in the Forest and that is a 
World War I trench. 

Two local nature reserves 
lie immediately adjacent 
to the Forest. 

There are 5 small areas of PAWS 
which contain small pockets of 
ancient woodland the remaining area 
of forest is classified as secondary 
woodland. 

The heathland areas designated as 
SSSI and SAC are intersected by the 
forest with one small area of SSSI lying 
within the land managed by the 
Forestry Commission.  5 areas of forest 
have now been cleared to create 
heathland corridors which form links 
between the SAC and SSSI areas.
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The patchwork of colours represents the 
percentage of each species within mixed 
stands. This spatial representation does 
not reflect the position on the ground of 
each species, simply the overall 
woodland composition. 

Through a programme of clearfell 
and restocking the forest now has 
a diverse structure.   The forest 
produces a sustainable yield of 
approximately 19,000m3 each 
year from felling and thinning 
operations. 

Cannock Forest is 
dominated by Corsican pine 
stands with Scots pine and 
larch being the second 
most prominent species.  
The distribution of 
broadleaves is focused to 
the western and eastern 
areas of forest. 

There is approximately 
24ha of transitional open 
space in the forest that is 
created from when sites 
are felled and before 
restock sites become fully 
established. 




