
 

 
 

Cannock Chase FP 2014 – 2024 

 

The former wood pasture was planted 
with conifers and has been managed as 
high forest for 2 rotations now.  There 
are still a large collection of veteran 
trees remaining but due to the enclosed 
canopy the ground vegetation is sparse. 

The promoted trails are 
becoming increasingly popular 
attracting thousands of visitors 
each week. 

Key Features 

The Fairoak Valley is the 
main area for recreation and 
events and is where most of 
the physical infrastructure 
has been situated. 

The presence of DNB in 
Cannock Forest is 
having a greater impact 
on the younger Corsican 

 stands than the 
e mature trees. 

The work to create 
the heathland 
corridors is now 
nearly complete. 

The riparian ha s are been 
actively manage  
partnership with keholders 
for the benefit o ldlife. 

The snakes and reptiles 
that are found around 
the pools are being 

ged through the 
on of hibernacula 
pen sunny banks. 

The small fragmented AWS are 
being managed as continuous cover 
stands and the PAWS areas around 
them are gradually being restored 
by removing conifer. 
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The veteran trees will be conserved 
and the conifers adjacent to them 
felled to allow a more open 
broadleaf woodland to become 
established around them.  This will 
also allow the ground flora around 
them to develop and provide future 
veteran trees. 

The Birches Valley Forest Centre 
will be the starting point for all FC 
promoted trails and activities.  
Future routes and developments 
will be planned to reduce the 
impact on the more sensitive areas 
of Cannock Chase and be in 
keeping with the current business 
and recreation activities. Stands of young Corsican 

pine will be gradually 
removed and not be 
retained for their full 
economic rotation due to 
the effects of DNB on the 
annual yields and the 
health of the crops. 

AWS will continue to be 
managed using 
continuous cover 
systems and to provide 
a seed source to 
regenerate adjacent 
PAWS areas as well as 
AWS sites. 

The heathland corridors will be 
managed through a programme of 
cutting and grazing which will be 
delivered through partnership 
working with key stakeholders.   
Broadleaves will be allowed to 
become established in the edge of 
adjacent stands to create a more 
structured interface between the 
conifer stands and heathland. 

South facing ride sides and banks in 
key areas will be kept clear of tress 
to create the ideal habitat for 
reptiles and snakes linking the 
hibernacula’s to the pools. 

The water courses will be 
managed to conserve the 
biodiversity and the surrounding 
woodland managed in 
accordance with the forestry and 
water guidelines. 




