
All five routes described below
 are circular 

w
alks starting from

 the Forestry England car 
park at Q

ueens W
ood (G

L18 2BW
), just south 

of Kem
pley G

reen, G
los.

Route  1  M
U

RRELLS W
A

LK – 3.2m
i / 5.1km

 
Can be m

uddy, som
e stiles

From
 Q

ueens W
ood car park w

alk 500m
 along the 

road tow
ards Kem

pley then turn sharp right along 
path betw

een 2 bungalow
s. G

o through the kissing 
gate (KG

) and follow
 line of hedge to KG

 in corner 
and continue straight ahead through old orchard to 
reach the next KG

. H
ead tow

ards the w
oods passing 

w
illow

 tree by brook and then to KG
 at edge of 

O
xenhall W

ood. Follow
 the yellow

 w
aym

ark posts 
through the w

oods for just over 800m
. O

n reaching 
the road, turn left and continue for 400m

. Pass 
M

urrells 
Cottage 

on 
right 

and 
just 

beyond, 
at 

w
aym

ark on the left, clim
b the bank and stile into 

field. Cross field to stile at fence and keep right 
around lake. D

o not go left. G
o through a gate then 

take the path on the right, crossing footbridge into 
next field. Cross field to stile in hedge and turn right 
follow

ing hedge you reach a m
etal gate. Turn right 

tow
ards N

ew
 G

range Farm
 then im

m
ediately left 

through m
etal gate go tow

ards stile in hedge. W
alk 

to the top of the hill to stile in fence then across field 
to the footbridge over a ditch. Continue to next stile 
keeping hedge to your left, turn left through m

etal 
gate into G

reen Lane as far as m
ain road. Turn left 

onto road to return to car park.

Route  2  D
A

U
BIES W

ALK – 3.4m
i / 5.5km

 
Easy, only one double stile at footbridge

From
 Q

ueens W
ood car park follow

 red w
aym

ark 
signs as track descends hill, bearing left at the 
bottom

, som
e 900m

, veer right uphill on sam
e forest 

road at yellow
 forest footpath post. After 700m

, 
ignore left turn to the Lake and take yellow

 post 
track right – this ‘island’ just before the underpass to 
M

50. Continue another 1250m
 to exit the w

ood and 
through arable field track onto road. Turn right. After 
700m

 go right along track to M
oor H

ouse Farm
. This 

is the D
affodil W

ay N
ational Trail. Cross stile by 

paddock straight ahead and then right along hedge 
to footbridge into next field. Keep sam

e direction to 
further footbridge, then double stile. N

ow
 begin to 

clim
b w

ith hedge on left up to a KG
 by road, just to 

right of red brick sem
i. At road turn right and head 

back 550m
 to car park.

Route  3  PRIN
CE’S W

ALK – < 1 m
i / 1500m

) 
From

 Q
ueens W

ood car park take the m
ain track and 

follow
 the green w

aym
ark posts. After about 250m

 
stay w

ith green sign onto the left track for som
e 

500m
, then turn sharp left onto a narrow

er path. 
Continue straight on this all the w

ay back to the car 
park.

Route  4   LA
KE W

ALK – 1.5m
i / 2.5 km

Take m
ain track from

 car park and follow
 red w

ay-
m

ark signs. After about 800m
 take left fork tow

ards 
lake w

here you w
ill find tw

o picnic tables. At far end 
of lake take track to the left uphill to reach junction 
w

ith m
ain track. Cross over to path opposite and 

follow
 back to car park. (If m

uddy opposite path, 
turn left here on forest track and follow

 it uphill to 
car park.)

Route  5  CEN
TEN

A
RY G

LA
D

E (200m
 and back) 

From
 Q

ueens W
ood car parking bay on right of 

entrance, follow
 w

alkers’ path north through the big 
Beech and D

ouglas fir to steps and across the 
‘hollow

ay’ ancient track into seeded and planted 
Centenary G

lade.  

TH
E W

IN
D

CRO
SS PATH

S G
RO

U
P 

w
w

w
.w

indcrosspaths.org.uk

O
ur group w

as set up in the 1980s and 
developed w

ell-know
n w

alks: The D
affodil 

W
ay, Poets’ Path 1 and Poets’ Path 2. They  all 

feature on the O
rdnance Survey m

aps of the 
area and are available for purchase locally.  
O

ur m
ission is to look after and prom

ote these 
paths and develop interesting new

 w
alks in 

the G
olden Triangle area. W

e co-ordinate w
ith 

other local groups and, as in this case, Forestry 
England, to prom

ote responsible access to the 
countryside and know

ledge and appreciation 
of this ancient landscape.

Report path issues to:  
w

indcrosspaths.org.uk

Related W
ebsites

forestryengland.co.uk  
Forestry England

ledburynaturalists.co.uk  
W

orking Volunteers

new
entloop.org    

N
ew

ent Cycling Loop

environm
entlaw

.org.uk   
Public Rights of W

ay Law

M
obile Apps by Brooks D

esigns on G
oogle

The D
affodil W

ay  – G
IS m

aps and photos
9 Sons of Kem

pley – m
em

orial tour of  the hom
es 

of nine m
en killed in W

W
1 & W

W
2

Published by w
w

w
.them

om
ent.press

1919 – The Centenary G
lade – 2019

‘The Centenary G
lade’ is the project of local 

advocates D
ym

ock Forest Rural Action - D
yFRA. 

An area of form
er softw

ood plantation that 
Forestry 

England 
restored 

by 
coppicing 

increased light to the w
oodland floor. The key 

aim
 is to enhance the biodiversity, providing 

suitable conditions for w
oodland flora and fauna 

to flourish. The target species includes m
oths 

and butterflies, drab looper m
oth, the yellow

 
Brim

stone butterfly and silver w
ashed Fritillaries, 

w
hose caterpillars rely on alder buckthorn and 

dog violet; other plants include Lily of the Valley, 
H

erb Paris and of course the native daffodils and 
w

ood 
anem

one. 
These 

ancient 
w

oodland 
species 

provide 
a 

natural 
 

hom
e 

for 
rarer 

sightings of w
oodcock, raven and goshaw

k and 
the star species - the dorm

ouse. 

The 
project 

is 
com

m
unity-based 

w
ithin 

a 
Forestry England partnership. O

n St D
avid’s D

ay 
2019, local schoolchildren and parish councillors 
joined w

ith adult volunteers to plant 500 trees 
and 

celebrate 
100 

Years 
of 

the 
Forestry 

Com
m

ission’s w
ork.

This hugely successful event at Q
ueens W

ood 
saw

 flow
ering and fruiting tree species planted 

along the edges of the forest ride such as w
ild 

cherry, w
ild service tree, w

ayfaring, guelder rose 
and hazel, w

hich provide w
onderful food sources 

and a vital habitat for insects and bees, essential 
for pollinating our w

ildflow
ers.

W
ithin the D

ym
ock Forest there are a num

ber of 
areas m

anaged specifically for w
ildlife, know

n as 
the M

ichael H
arper Reserves (M

H
R overleaf), so 

nam
ed in recognition of D

r. M
ichael H

arper w
ho 

identified these areas in the late 1960s and w
hose 

role w
as key in m

anaging the sites for w
ildlife.  

D
YM

O
CK FO

REST – G
enesis and H

istory

D
ym

ock Forest near N
ew

ent consists of 510 hectares 
(1250 acres) of m

ixed w
oodland straddling the 

G
loucestershire/H

erefordshire border.

D
ym

ock W
oods w

ere acquired by the Crow
n in 1914, 

and from
 1924 adm

inistered by the new
ly form

ed 
Forestry 

Com
m

ission 
(now

 
know

n 
as 

Forestry 
England). Today, the area collectively know

n as 
D

ym
ock Forest, illustrated overleaf, includes the 

separate w
oodlands also know

n as Q
ueens W

ood, 
D

ym
ock 

W
ood, 

Shaw
 

Com
m

on, 
H

ay 
W

ood, 
G

reenaw
ay, 

Little 
H

ay 
W

ood, 
Park 

W
ood 

and 
O

xenhall W
ood.

Forestry England w
orks in partnership w

ith m
any 

organisations and groups (Butterfly Conservation, 
Ledbury N

aturalists, W
indcross Paths G

roup, et al.) 
and the local com

m
unity um

brella group D
ym

ock 
Forest 

Rural 
Action 

(D
yFRA) 

to 
encourage 

and 
facilitate 

com
m

unity 
involvem

ent 
in 

the 
m

aintenance 
and 

im
provem

ent 
of 

w
oodland 

ecology, access paths, and visual am
enity of D

ym
ock 

Forest.

The nation’s forests are a great source of natural w
ealth 

and help shape the look and feel of the landscape. They 
influence how

 the countryside w
orks, for tim

ber as w
ell as 

people and w
ildlife.

Forests flourish only w
ith m

anagem
ent and planning.  The 

w
ork w

e do today influences w
hat the nation’s forests w

ill 
look like for generations to com

e.  W
orking a hundred years 

and m
ore ahead to ensure England’s countryside adapts 

to a changing clim
ate w

ith consequent cultural changes.
Find out m

ore at w
w

w
.forestryengland.uk 

Credit W
here It’s D

ue
The W

indcross Paths G
roup acknow

ledges the fabulous 
illustrative w

ork of Barbara D
avis (1937-2018) in producing 

the original illustrated m
aps and artw

ork that accom
panies 

all our leaflets and the continuing w
ork to update these 

(this m
ap) by Pat Strauss.

W
e w

ish to recognise the lifetim
e w

ork of John Anderson, 
form

er Chief Forester in the D
ean, now

 retired to Crow
n 

Lodge, O
xenhall. At D

ym
ock he created the first FC Forest 

Trail along w
ith its first nature reserve at Betty D

aw
’s, w

hich 
still houses the longest bird nesting box schem

e. H
is 

influence w
ithin a 1980s rem

it of Landscape, Conservation 
and Recreation, grew

 confidently to create the D
ean 

Sculpture Trail and Fam
ily Biking Trails on the old railw

ay 
lines. H

is influence on m
anagem

ent and conservation 
practice w

ithin this w
orking landscape inspires us all now

 
for the im

m
ediate and future generations.

FO
RESTRY EN

G
LA

N
D

 and the Com
m

unity


