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Bedgebury. Credit: David Jenner. Front cover photo: Child playing with pine cones in Moors Valley Forest. Credit: Carolyn White



Wenchford picnic site by Blackpool Brook in the Forest of Dean. Credit: Johnny Hathaway.
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Private valuec

Baselined Cumulative 
gains/lossese

Additionsf/ 
disposalsg

Revaluations/ 
adjustmentsh

Reporting 
year  

(2018/19)

PV £m

Non-renewables

Minerals 4 - (4) - -

Total non-renewables 4 - (4) - -

 Renewables

Timber 271 36 - 206 513

Food - (5) - - (5)

Plants and Seeds - - - - -

Carbon sequestered - - - - -

Recreation and public accessi (270) 184 - - (86)

 Total renewables 1 215 - 206 422

Government payment for ecosystem services fundingj 513 - - - 513

Total gross asset valuek 518 215 (4) 206 935

Maintenance costsl (428) 50 - - (378)

Total net natural capital assets 90 265 (4) 206 557

External valuec

Baselined
Cumulative 

gains/
lossese

Additionsf/ 
disposalsg

Revaluations/ 
adjustmentsh

Reporting 
year 

(2018/19)

PV £m

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -

14 (4) - - 10

7,237 1,096 - 1,418 9,751

11,030 4,679 - 602 16,311

18,281 5,771 - 2,020 26,072

(513) - - - (513)

17,768 5,771 - 2,020 25,559

(31) (31) - (4) (66)

17,737 5,740 - 2,016 25,493

Total Value

Baselined
Cumulative 

gains/
lossese

Additionsf/ 
disposalsg

Revaluations/ 
adjustmentsh

Reporting 
year 

(2018/19)

PV £m

4 - (4) - -

4 - (4) - -

271 36 - 206 513

- (5) - - (5)

14 (4) - - 10

7,237 1,096 - 1,418 9,751

10,760 4,863 - 602 16,225

18,282 5,986 - 2,226 26,494

- - - - -

18,286 5,986 (4) 2,226 26,494

(459) 19 - (4) (444)

17,827 6,005 (4) 2,222 26,050



Indicator Baseline year Reporting year 
(2018/19) Trend % 

change Units

Ecological communities and species

Extent

Broad and priority habitat area Full list of priority habitat areas given in S1.1

Broad habitat
area1

Woodland area 207,876 204,851 -1.5% ha

Grassland area 12,748 14,434 13.2%

ha

Mountain, moors and 
heathlands area 28,564 28,624 0.2%

Enclosed farmland 724 752 3.9%

Freshwater 265 260 -2.0%

Urban area 742 706 -4.9%

Coastal margins area 17 17 0.0%

Total area 250,936 249,644 -0.5%

Priority habitat 
within our estate2

Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland 22,757 23,050 1.3%

ha

Lowland dry acid grassland and lowland heath 14,628 14,642 0.1%

Other priority grassland 522 581 11.3%

Lowland raised bog 782 782 0.0%

Blanket bog 6,793 6,814 0.3%

Upland heathland 6,881 6,706 -2.5%

Other 364 368 1.0%

Total area 52,727 52,943 0.4%

Woodland area3

Plantation 165,192 166,677 0.9%

ha
Native 37,897 35,271 -6.9%

Non-intervention 13,275 13,292 0.1%

Wood pasture 735 735 0.0%

Total land 
area holdings

Freehold 198,883 200,980 1.1%

haLeasehold 53,341 50,955 -4.5%

Total area 252,223 251,935 -0.1%

Total agricultural land use4 3,345 7,277 117.5% ha

Area land under statutory designations (SSSIs, AONB, SAM, NP) 147,823 148,125 0.2% ha

Area of priority open habitat 42,844 42,044 -1.9% ha



14N AT U R A L  C A P I TA L  ACCO U N T  2 0 1 8 - 1 9

Condition

Site condition 
of non-SSSI 

priority wood-
land 

habitat

Wood pasture

Favourable 283 283 - -

%

Recovering 192 192 - -

Declining 0 0 - -

Unfavourable 260 260 - -

Not known 0 0 - -

Non-intervention

Favourable 679 679 - -

Recovering 1,352 1,352 - -

Declining 330 330 - -

Unfavourable 573 573 - -

Not known 10,340 10,340 - -

Site condition 
of non-SSSI 

non-woodland 
habitat

Open

Favourable 1,679 1,679 - -

Recovering 3,582 3,582 - -

Declining 1,176 1,176 - -

Unfavourable 738 738 - -

Not known 175 175 - -

Indicator Baseline year Reporting year 
(2018/19) Trend % 

change Units

Ecological communities and species

Extent

Broad and priority habitat area Full list of priority habitat areas given in S1.1

PAWs -  
area by semi- 
naturalness 

score5

1 (over 80% native) 8,261 9,835 19.1% ha

2 (between 50 to 80% native) 3,332 3,739 12.2%

ha

3 (between 20 to 50% native) 5,765 5,831 1.1%

4 (under 20% native) 27,252 22,349 -18.0%

0 (no trees) 993 942 -5.1%

Total area 44,610 41,754 -6.4%

ASNW –  
area by semi- 
naturalness 

score

1 (over 80% native) 11,513 10,113 -12.2%

2 (between 50 to 80% native) 940 2,433 158.9%

3 (between 20 to 50% native) 694 571 -17.7%

4 (under 20% native) 1,362 2,092 53.6%

0 (no trees) 707 650 -8.1%

Total area 15,216 15,859 4.2%

Condition

Condition of 
SSSIs6

% in favourable condition 35.6 37.39 5.0%

%
% in unfavourable recovering condition 63.9 61.22 -4.2%

% in unfavourable no change or declining condition 0.5 1.39 178.0%

% part destroyed or destroyed condition - - 0.0%

Site condition 
of non-SSSI 

priority 
woodland 
habitat7

Ancient and semi-natural 
woodland

Favourable 1,422 1,422 - -

%

Recovering 2,667 2,667 - -

Declining 170 170 - -

Unfavourable 763 763 - -

Not known 92 92 - -

Priority ancient woodland

Favourable 2,061 2,061 - -

Recovering 10,850 10,850 - -

Declining 1,364 1,364 - -

Unfavourable 791 791 - -

Not known 14,793 14,793 - -

Broadleaved 
(non-ancient woodland)

Favourable 3,130 3,130 - -

Recovering 7,634 7,634 - -

Declining 1,077 1,077 - -

Unfavourable 1,898 1,898 - -

Not known 2,458 2,458 - -



Indicator Baseline 
year

Reporting year 
(2018/19) Trend % 

change Units

Ecological communities and species

Condition

Broad and priority habitat area

Woodland ecological calculator index8

Deadwood volume (native woodland) 6.0% - - - % ha favourable 

Vertical structure (native woodland) 42.0% - - - % ha favourable 

Ground flora (native woodland) 9.0% - - - % ha favourable

Veteran trees (native woodland) 0.0% - - - % ha favourable

Nativeness of occupancy (native woodland) 89.0% - - - % ha favourable

Invasive species (native woodland) 95.0% - - - % ha favourable

Tree pests and diseases (native woodland) 89.0% - - - % ha favourable 

Herbivores/grazing pressure (native woodland) 49.0% - - - % ha favourable

Regeneration at component group level  
(native woodland) 20.0% - - - % ha favourable

Number of native tree/shrub species  
(native woodland) 46.0% - - - % ha favourable

Age distribution of tree species (native woodland) 18.0% - - - % ha favourable

Proportion of open space (native woodland) 5.0% - - - % ha favourable

Proportion of woodland/open habitat  
(native woodland) 76.0% - - - % ha favourable 

Size of woodland parcel (native woodland) 97.0% - - - % ha favourable

Regeneration at population level (native woodland) 41.0% - - - % ha favourable

Overall ecological condition score 
(native woodland) 18.0% - - - % ha favourable

Overall ecological condition score 
(non-native woodland)9 0.5% - - % ha favourable

Selected taxa indices

Butterflies - 
Abundance10 70 61 8.7%

Index
Birds - 

Abundance11 105 113 7.6%

Birds - 
Richness12 27 31 12% Species per square kilometre

Deer management

Fallow 3,347 3,440 2.8% -

Muntjac 2,228 2,725 22.3% -

Red 554 447 -17.8% -

Roe 4,967 5,201 4.7% -

Sika 301 328 9.0% -

Boar 196 352 79.6% -

Chinese 
water deer - 1 - -

Total 11,583 12,494 7.9% -



Indicator Baseline 
year

Reporting year 
(2018/19) Trend % 

change Units

Ecological communities and species

Condition

Broad and priority habitat area

Carbon stock in... 13

...living biomass 12,397 13,160 6.2%

Thousand metric tonnes...deadwood and litter - - - -

...soils - - - -

C02e Stock in...

...living biomass 45,456 48,253 6.2%

Thousand metric tonnes...deadwood and litter - - - -

...soils - - - -

Biomass stock...

...total above and below 
ground 24,794 26,503 6.9%

Thousand metric tonnes
...above ground 19,295 20,618 6.9%

...below ground 5,499 5,885 7.0%

...in deadwood - -

Standing timber 
volume 

(overbark standing)14

Coniferous 26,148 26,743 2.3%
Thousand m3

Broadleaved 8,147 9,920 21.8%

Soil

Area of woodland on deep peat soil -  
higher yield (above YC 6) 14,128 14,191 0.4% ha

Area of woodland on deep peat soils - 
low yield (below YC 6) 4,147 2,833 -31.7% ha

Area of woodland on shallow peat soils and peaty 
pockets - higher yield (above YC 6) 41,909 41,078 -2.0% ha

Area of woodland on shallow peat soils and peaty 
pockets - low yield (below YC 6) 7,614 7,035 -7.6% ha

Air

Area of woodland 
in areas of differing 

air quality

Urban 18,134 18,199 0.4% ha

Peri-urban 27,601 28,104 1.8% ha

Rural 205,464 206,086 0.3% ha



Indicator Baseline year Reporting year 
(2018/19) Trend % 

change Units

Woodland accessibility

Broad and priority habitat area

Percentage of people in ‘priority places’ close to 
accessible Forestry England woodland 9.0 9.0 0.0% %

Percent England population within 6 miles of all 
Forestry England land 49.1 48.4 -1.4% %

Percent England 
population within 15min, 
30min and 60min drive 

time to accessible  
Forestry England sites

15 minutes 40.3 39.3 -2.5% %

30 minutes 85.8 85.0 -0.9& %

60 minutes 99.9 99.9 0.0% %

Recreation and wellbeing

Area of land by 
accessibility status

CRoW access 149,940 148,380 -1.0% ha

Other accessibility 
based on deeds 85,730 87,478 2.0% ha

Km of published 
recreational routes 
across the estate

Total 2,859 2,895 1.3% km

Walking 1,095 1,095 - km

Cycling 1,303 1,303 - km

Other (e.g equestrian, 
rally) 497 497 - km

Active Forests15

Gender of visitors16

Female 507,128 507,128 - - -

Male 492,800 492,800 - - -

Other 1,898 1,898 - - -

Unknown 25,511 25,511 - - -

Activities

 Cycling 318,164 318,164 - - -

Running 174,017 174,017 - - -

Walking 298,572 298,572 - - -

Other 236,584 236,584 - - -

Total 1,027,337 1,027,337 - - -





Spacial  
accounting by 
natural capital 

benefit

Indicator Units
Baseline year Reporting 

year

2013/14 2018/19

Timber provision

Woodland Total timber production across our forests m3/yr 1,522,967 1,420,209

Climate regulationa

Woodland

Carbon sequestered/(emitted) tCO2/yr

1,645,657 1,575,633

Bogs (8,717) (8,752)

Grassland - -

Heathland - -

Woodland on deep peat soils (82,908) (77,232)

Woodland Carbon embodied in environmental goods (timber)b tCO2/yr 1,033,351 1,250,357

Recreation

Whole estate

Visits visits/yr 165,000,000 235,000,000

Visitor visitors/yr 21,000,000 26,900,000

Volunteers hours/yr 201,337 209,099

Plant and seed supply

Whole estate Plant production number number/yr 14,961,000 10,659,000

Seed production weight kg/yr - -

Food provision

Whole estate

Wild game carcass numbers number/yr 11,586 12,494

Livestock production from tenant farmers number/yr 7,309 6,298

Crop production from tenant farmers kg/yr 381 597

Minerals

Whole estate Mineral production volume tonnes/yr 1,295,850 1,313,408

Spacial  
accounting by 
natural capital 

benefit

Indicator Units
Baseline year Reporting 

year

2013/14 2018/19

Timber provision

Woodland Net asset value for timber produced £/yr £11,109,669 £17,016,086

Climate regulation

Woodland

Carbon sequestration 
value £/yr

£98,739,421 £105,955,243

Bogs £(523,001) £(588,560)

Grassland

Heathland

Woodland on deep peat soils £(4,974,455) £5,193,568)

Recreation

Whole estate
Net asset value for recreation £/yr £346,308,992 £522,232,396

Volunteers £/yr

Plant and seed supplyb

Whole estate Plant and seed revenues £/yr £3,091,288 £3,230,965

Food provision

Whole estate

Wild game carcass valuec £/yr £12,677 £(143,052)

Livestock production value £/yr - -

Crop production value £/yr - -

Minerals

Whole estate Mineral sales value £/yr £896,060 £443,787









Prehistoric Scheduled Monument, North of Bellever Tor in Dartmoor. Credit: Forestry England



A secluded path through a conifer plantation in Dalby forest. Credit: Cam Sweeny




