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© Crown copyright and database right [2011] 

Ordnance Survey [100021242] 

Idless - Concept Map

!(0 Idless - Scheduled Monument

Ancient and Semi Natural Woodland

Ancient Replanted Woodland

FC Management Area

Ensure Ancient Woodland sites are restored to native woodland 
by applying suitable silvicultural management to achieve a greater 
proportion and diversity of native species over time (see PAWS 
strategy) and monitor representative sites at 5 year intervals.

Continue to carry out regular harvesting interventions 
to improve the quality of growing stock and maximise
financial returns. Manage crops sustainably so the 
production of timber helps support forestry and 
processing jobs in the local economy now and in the
future.

Maintain basic open access through
management of existing car parking area
roads, rides and informal trails.

Consolidate management of existing managed 
open space and develop new opportunities for
additional rides and glades to provide habitat
for ground nesting birds and butterfly communities.
Ensure felling coupe design reflects landform
and enhances visual impact.

Seek to increase the resilience of the woodland area
to tree disease and climate change by diversifying
species and age structure and where possible introduce 
stock from a more southerly provenance according to 
FC guidance. Continue to thin the corsican pine affected
by dothistroma according to FC guidance and monitor
impact of the disease on the crop. 

Incorporate works in line with
SM plans (separate to the 
Forest Plan) agreed with 
English Heritage to protect and
improve heritage features in and
adjacent to the woodland

Areas cleared 2010 - 2012 under plant health order (all PAWS) :

The primary objective for areas restocked with broadleaves (19 Ha at time of writing) 
is to maximise productive potential, grow quality timber and maintain native woodland 
diversity.

The remaining areas (12 Ha) will develop into successional habitats over time with 
a mix of woodland and open space. Natural processes will dictate this but it will be 
our intention to intervene where invasive exotic species in the shrub layer begin to
dominate or where there is viable produce. An element of naturally regenerating non 
native tree species will be accepted as part of the diversity of these areas. Where we 
achieve woodland cover it wil be our intention to introduce productive silvicultural
management where appropriate. Thinning interventions will always favour retaining 
site native species over non natives. Representative sites will be monitored at 5 year 
intervals.
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Summary of Silvicultural
Systems

Clearfell

Open / Successional Habitat

Shelterwood system

Selection system

Natural Reserve

Long Term Retention

Road

Rides

Water Course
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Fell Years and
Management Types

Open / Successional Habitat 

Clearfell 2012 - 2016

Clearfell 2017 - 2021

Clearfell 2022 - 2026

Clearfell 2027 - 2031

Clearfell 2032 - 2036

Clearfell 2037 - 2041

Clearfell 2042 - 2046

Clearfell 2047 - 2051

Clearfell 2057 - 2061

Clearfell 2062 - 2066

Clearfell 2072 - 2076

Irregular Shelterwood

Group Selection

Single Tree Selection

Minimum Intervention

Long Term Retention

Road

Rides

Water Course

Interpretation and application of 

continuous cover silvicultural systems 

on PAWS sites. 

 

Single Tree Selection 

Where the vast majority (>80%) of the 

coupe contains the elements / components 

which meet the overall objective of the 

future habitat. 

 

Group Selection 

Where a sufficient amount of the coupe is 

comprised of components which meet the 

overall objective of the future habitat, or 

there is potential to get regeneration of 

desirable species if sufficient gaps  (< 0.25 

Ha) are created, either through natural 

regeneration or planting. No more than 

10% of any coupe will be felled in any 10 

year period under this system. 

 

Irregular Shelterwood 

Where the vast majority of the coupe is 

comprised of conifer or non native 

broadleaves and there are little or no 

native seed sources. Regeneration is likely 

to be predominantly conifer or non site 

native broadleaves. Any native broadleaved 

species will be retained in subsequent 

thinning interventions. 
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Estimated schedule for
removal of canopy in
shelterwood areas

2022 - 2026

2027 - 2031

2032 - 2036

2037 - 2041

2042 - 2046

2047 - 2051

2052 - 2056

2057 - 2061

2062 - 2066

2067 - 2071

2072 - 2076

2077 - 2081

2087 - 2091

2092 & Beyond

Road

Rides

Water Course

A brief description of the continuous cover 

systems. 

 

Selection 

Selection systems should achieve a complex 

structure of trees which includes a wide range of 

ages and sizes represented. As such there is no 

felling date because there will always be a mature 

woodland canopy. 

  

Shelterwood 

Shelterwood systems have a fell date because we 

are managing to achieve a more simple structure of 

trees i.e. when there is a sufficient understory of 

saplings established the overstory (canopy) will be 

removed.  
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Future Species

Indicative species mix expected
within the next 30 years.

Permanent Open Space

Open space, shrub & broadleaf mix

Mixed native and site native broadleaves

Predominantly conifer with broadleaf element

Predominantly site native broadleaves

Road

Rides

Water Course
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Open Space 

 

Although there is a lack of permanent open space 

identified on the future species map the graphs on 

page 13 show that the open space is present within 

the future structure. The reason it doesn’t appear here 

is that the areas of open space are too small to map 

(i.e. along road and ride corridors) or that the open 

space element is scattered throughout the mainly 

treed areas, perhaps around the fringes or even 

transitory as some areas develop more naturally 

(continuous cover or successional habitat). 

Other Planting 

 

In addition to the felled areas being restocked with 

native broadleaf tree species there will be planting and 

establishment of guelder rose, wild cherry and wild 

service tree along some of the recreational routes to 

provide a greater diversity of colour, texture and 

structure to the woodland edge. 
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Fixed point photographic /
video locations for monitoring
development.

GF Monitoring Points

Road

Rides

Water Course

Management Area
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Appendix 1 : Record of consultation 
 

 

Consultee Date 

Contacted 

Date 

Response 

Received 

Issues Raised Forest District Response to Issues 

Statutory Consultees 
Colin Hawke 
– Cornwall 
Council 

2/4/14 7/4/14 See Below See Below 

Ann Preston – 
Jones. English 
Heritage. 

2/4/14 2/5/14 See Below See Below 

     

 

Identified Stakeholders 

Consultee Date 

Contacted 

Date 

Response 

Received 

Issues Raised Forest District Response to Issues 

     
Jonathan 
McCulloch – 
St Allen 
Parish Council 

2/4/14 24/4/14 See Below See Below 

Karen 
Harding – 
Kenwyn 
Parish Council 
 
 

2/4/14 No 
Response 

  

Mrs Dash – 
Idless Woods 
Steering 
Committee 

2/4/14 29/4/14 See Below No response required 
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Cornwall Council             English Heritage 
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   St Allen Parish Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With reference to the comment about planting 

whitebeam it has since been noted that 

whitebeam, although a species native to the south 

of England, is not recognised as locally native in 

Cornwall. This will be replaced with Guelder Rose 

(viburnum opulus). 
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Idless Woods Steering Committee 
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Appendix 2 : Major policy documents and guidelines that inform our planning and operations: 
 
A Strategy for England’s Trees, Woods and Forests 
The UK Woodland Assurance Standard 
The UK Forestry Standard 
 
UK Forestry Standard Guidelines:           National Policies and guidelines 
Forests and biodiversity 
Forests and climate change 
Forests and historic environment 
Forests and Landscape 
Forests and people 
Forests and Soil 
Forests and water 
 
 
 
Forest District Strategic Plan            Local Policies and Guidelines 
Design and Management of Environmental Corridors 
 
                  


