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Blakes Wood scowles are a scheduled ancient
monument notified for the extensive surface-
waorkings system. Scowles are the product of
shallow surface-mining activity to extract iron

Agricultural land ccoupies the
maore fertile lower valley sides
south of Staunton. It was in this
area in late 2004 that a large

A stand of high
quality oak that is a
registered seed stand |

Unlike Bunjups and Birchen Woods in much
of Blakes Wood/Knockalls the limestone
geology exerts an influence on vegstation
with extensive areas of ash & hazel & a

number of cross-bred farmed wild
boar were illegally dumped.
These animals have now
dispersed throughout the Dean
woodlands although individuals
are still found in the locality

diverse ground flera. In many conifer crops
where ash is present high deer pressure is
currently restricting ash regeneration due to
browsing pressure

Of the 283ha in Knockalls &
Bunjups 256ha are currently
recorded on the provisional
ancient woodland register.
Examination of historical records .
indicabes that of this total, 191ha [
has not been continuously
wooded & will be removed from
the register that will be amended
at its next revision

ore & are unigue to the Forest of Dean

The busy A4136 linking Monmouth &
Gloucester runs along the northern
boundary of the area. The saction of road
% between the traffic lights at Robin Hood &

Los k& bV . % the boundary with the agricultural land
g St - ’ 3 towards Staunton has a high incidence of
deer road traffic accidents

%__- Dingle Wood SS5I notified for
——r its woodland coverage on the
limestone geology & the range
of plant types & bryophyte flora
in the westermn part in an area of
scowlas

: ; L | ! Stowfield is a quanry producing approx. 750k tonnes
~ ) : : M g 1 b ) g of stonefannum. The operators are in the process of
Long extraction distances 1 | gaining planning consent to expand the working area
and steep slopes complicate
the management of many

¢ g T : i 111 Wy | as indicated. Despite its scale, there are limited views
r : 3 h e of the workings aother than from the south. The

crops in Bunjups Wood & o 3 proposed extension brings workings close to the edge
K 5 ‘ F o LT of the ridge that shields the quarry from the village of
e, i e 3 o : Staunton to the north-west

Naturally regenerated ash & hazel are
a significant component of many of
the conifer crops situated on the
lower slopes of the valley that runs
naorth-westwards from Redbrock. The
well-used Offa’s Dyke footpath follows

Corsican pine crops in the south of
Knockalls are suffering from red band
neadle blight. Mortality will increasa
with time B crops will meed to be
removed and restocked with altermative
species within the next 15 years. One

The ground falls away into a valley between
Birchen/Bunjups to the west & Blake's Wood/Knockalls
to the east. The Boundary of the higher ground through
the centre of Knockalls hides the guarry warkings when
viewed from Staunton Meend & around the village.

Bond's Wood is a natural reserve
where there will be minimum
management intervention. Two
secluded miner council roads run

the southern side of the valley ﬂ?ﬁgﬁ&hi:ﬁ'ﬂd-?% a.raa“ stand of mature Corsican pine to the Treatment of crops 3_]“‘"'9 t_hiE line af_higher ground will
providing panoramic views over the e nsi'.rgE 5 gw:_waprgﬁ o south of the quarry provides screening require careful consideration to E“"‘"‘:_l weak or ragged
woodland e of the site when viewed from the south crop edges on the skyline
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It is intended that many of the conifer stands in
Blake's Wood will be transformed to broadleaved
woodland by progressive removal of the conifars to
allow ash regeneration to develop., However, this will
only be achieved if deer are either rigorously
controlled to reduce browsing or fencing erected to
%8 protect areas from deer. Successful regeneration of
@8l ach must be monitored as the transformation process

! continues.

The scowles that are part of the
Elake's Wood & Dingle Wood
Scheduled Andient monument will
be managed in line with the
management plan. This restricts
heavy machine access into the
scheduled area to avoid damage &
4| restricts operations to periods of dry
ground conditions.

Extensive woodland cover will be maintained
aleng the ridge to the west of the quarry to
ensure that the workings are screened from
Staunton. Some older conifer stands at the [§

base of the ridge will be felled & sither
allowed to regenerate naturally with ash or §
be rastocked with other broadleaved species. |

The proportion of broadleaves will be
increased throughout Knockalls Inclosura,

Conversion of conifer stands will be achiewved fj
by natural regeneration subject to adequate

control of deer browsing

The edge of the woodland along the A4136 will
be kept apen through crown thinning & regular
| intervention to coppice re-growth. This will help

reduce traffic acddents involving deer by
maintaining better visibility for motorists & deer
along the woodland edge

Management of Dingle Wood S551 will
e maintain it in favourable condition
¥ status. Work should focus on developing
: woodland structure, control of
sycamore, development of a dead wood
resource, control of deer to minimise
adverse impact on ground flora &
regeneration & the maintenance of
ground flora in the scowles area by
maintaining current woodland extent &
appropriate level of canopy cover

Larch that is found scattred
through many of the broadleaf
stands in Bunjups will be removed

when stands are thinned

Thera will be some expansion of
broadleaved woodland particularly along
the lower slopes of Bunjups Weood. Scme

conifer arops will be maintained on the mid-[E
slopes but the rate of change willbe [
relatively slow. The stand of western

hemlock in the south-east cormer will be
felled early in the life of the plan to avoid
excessive rgeneration of this species
through this part of the wood. Douglas fir
crops will be retained for a rotation of 60 [
years or longer

LT TN e Ry A ] In line with the planning consent for the
Stands of corsican pine that are currently affected : enlargement of the quarry, felling of wooded
- by red band nesdle blight will be felled within the N g areas will need to be synchronised with the
¥ next 20 years & be replaced with alternative spacies. ! quarry expansion. A new forest road will be
The stand on the south edge of the guarry will be constructad around the northem perimeter of the
maintained as a soreen but the existing understorey [ extended arsa
will be developed
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Photograph 1: \iew from Little Meend, Staunton 3-D impression of photograph 1 3-D impression of photograph 1 after felling coupes
13093 & 13540 by 2016

bt ; d Lk i T8 J [ R 4 - 5 = e = — e
Photograph 2: View from footpath between Harps & 3-D impression of photograph 2 3-D impression of photograph 2 after felling coupe
Astridge Woods north-east of Newland 13206 by 2021
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3-D impression of photograph 2 after felling coupe 13840
by 2021

=

Photegraph 3: View from footpath between Qld Hills 3-D impression of photograph 3 3-0 impression of photograph 3 after felling coupe

and Swanpool Woods east of Upper 13206 by Z0Z1
Redbrock

3-D impression of photograph 3 after felling coupe 13840
by 2021






