The Comb Forest Design Plan

Introduction
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The Comb forms part of the North Eastern section of Kielder Forest, and is the oniy plan involved in this review that does not connect with any other plan currently under r
Comb represents one of thc most isolated areas within Kielder Forest. Predominantly windhazard class 5 the exposure and soils in the area limit the ability to manage crops
restocking. The majority of crops are growing well (achieving yield class 12), and are a mixture of younger second rotation crops, and first rotation crops of which the major

maturity (limited by the likelihood of windthrow).

Achievements/alteration since last revision

1. Birkley Wood: Pre Forestry Commission 1928 planting which has been monitored for the progression of windthrow over the last 15 years, it has been designated as a natural reserve

2. Moorland Boundary : an element of open woodland is being established at the forest open moor interface

3. Gilliehill Clints : Area of ancient semi natural and ancient replanted woodland, The area to the north clearfe
to the west is programmed for felling and restocking with native broadleaf in the next felling period

lled since the last review has now been restocked with native broadleaf species, the area immediately

Alterations to felling and restocking proposals

Felling proposals : some minor changes to coupe boundaries

Restocking proposals : Redistribute the restocking of Sitka spruce and other conifer in light of the moratorium on restocking with Lodgepole pine due to the disease Red Band Needle Blight.
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