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2013 – 2023  

Nagshead SSSI     

17/07/2013  

 

Fran R-Barker 

District West England District Forest District 

 

Name of SSSI Nagshead 

 

Compartment Numbers 3333 / 34 / 35  59Ha / 14Ha / 44Ha 

3342 / 3332 (part) 20Ha / 3Ha 

 

Grid Reference SO 638089 

 SO 647091 

 

Natural England Unit ID unit 1: 1013276 unit 2: 1013277 

 

Period of Plan 2013 – 2023 (10 years) 

 

 

Agreed on behalf of 

Forestry Commission England ______________________ 

Forest Management Director 

Forestry commission England 

 Date __________________ 

 

Agreed on behalf of 

Natural England ______________________ 

Gloucestershire 

Land Management Team 

 

 Date___________________ 

 

 

The signing of this plan by Natural England gives the necessary consent under Section 

28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981), as amended, for the management 

prescriptions detailed in this plan to be undertaken without necessity to consult prior to 

each operation for the duration of this plan. 

FE will keep a written record of work carried out during the period of the plan. 
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES FROM THE FOREST PLAN 
 

1. Management of the woodland will be to the standards required to maintain 

FSC and PEFC accreditation. 
 

2. To retain Nagshead SSSI in favourable condition, whilst maintaining and 

enhancing biodiversity values in and around the RSPB reserve (with 

particular reference to management of birds), GWT Reserves and the wider 
plan area. 

 

3. Continued production of sustainable marketable woodland products that also 

allows delivery of a range of other public benefits whilst providing future 
opportunities for the substitution of wood products for fossil fuels and other 
energy intensive materials.  

 

4. Undertake management in line with Biodiversity 2020 and other nature 

conservation policies that protect and enhance both woodland and open 
habitats and their associated species fostering and facilitating their 

resilience and adaptation to projected climate change and disease threats. 
 

5. The enhancement of internal landscape through diversification of age class 
structure, integrated with nature conservation projects that will provide 

further conservation benefits. 
 

6. Conservation and protection of heritage features through identification, and 
recording. 

 

 

MANAGEMENT OF THE SSSI 
 

GENERAL - The SSSI will be managed in accordance with the RSPB management plan 

that will sit alongside the FC Forest Plan.  Together these will both be used to inform 

decisions on woodland management within the SSSI and reserve areas.  Work inside the 

reserve and SSSI will be done with reference to the RSPB management plan and in 

consultation with the RSPB.  Use of volunteer groups such as RSPB or The Dean Green 

Team will help in management of Deadwood and other habitat types. 

 

UKWAS - Management of the districts woodlands is undertaken to the standards 

required under UKWAS as endorsed and certified by the Forest Stewardship Council.  

Compliance to these standards is monitored through various national and district 

policies, guidance, field surveys, use of GIS and other IT software, internal support 

audits and external audits carried out by SGS (Société Générale de Surveillance) which 

is an independent auditing company. 
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MONITORING - The SSSI and reserve is routinely surveyed by RSPB staff and its 

volunteers, giving a good handle on the dynamics of habitats and species.  The 

information gathered can be used to inform any changes and improvements to 

management methods. 

 

DEADWOOD HABITATS - In line with district policy and existing practice guide 

“managing deadwood in forests and woodlands”.  As forestry operations are 

undertaken throughout the area, measures to increase the number and variety of 

deadwood habitats will be put in place. For example, this may include retaining felled 

material on site, creation of new standing dead wood where it is safe to do so or eco-

piles created by volunteers such as the Dean Green Team or RSPB volunteer groups.  

Deadwood habitats will be maintained subject to operational and safety requirements. 

 

STRUCTURAL DIVERSITY - Structural diversity will be encouraged through: 

• Careful management of the overstorey that will encourage natural regeneration to 

continue to develop. 

• Thinning to open up regeneration where required, allowing cones of regeneration to 

expand and develop. 

• Retention of existing veteran trees and retention of a proportion of oak to become 

future veterans.  These will not be individually identified due to threat of natural 

agents like disease or wind. 

• ride sides being diversified through heavy and variable thinning and subsequent 

mosaic coppicing. 

 

SPECIES DIVERSITY - Currently 90% of trees within the SSSI are Oak, with mixed 

broadleaf accounting for a further 7% of species.  The high proportion of oak is of 

benefit to bird species such as Pied flycatchers and Red starts.  Whilst in the overall 

Forest Plan area it is estimated that broadleaf cover will increase by around 20%, within 

the SSSI broadleaf cover will remain comparatively static.  

Oaks predominantly in the SSSI and RSPB reserve are to be managed on a long rotation 

of around 400 years and with continued use of the uniform shelterwood system, 

diversification of structure through this method will occur; acting on existing advance 

regeneration of oak where apparent. 

 

THINNING - When areas within the SSSI are flagged up for thinning, assessment for 

thinning intervention will NOT automatically qualify an area for thinning.  Thinning 

maybe carried for silvicultural benefit and in conjunction with the RSPB management 

plan for the reserve and in order to establish a crop density likely to promote better 

chances for regeneration as prescribed in the FOD Broadleaved Management Plan. 
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SITE PLANNING AND CONTRACTS - FC site planning will be used to: 

• Inform forestry and nature conservation projects of site constraints likely to affect the 

proposed work. 

• Outline suggestions to avoid and minimise adverse impacts. 

• Highlights opportunities where conservation benefits can be delivered.  

Contract special conditions, ongoing contract management & supervision and the 

contract closure review system ensure that operations can be undertaken smoothly 

minimising risk of any adverse impact resulting from forest operations. 

 

VEGETATION – Since FMD, grazing has drastically reduced.  This is likely to have an 

impact on ground vegetation both in terms of type and density.  Whilst pigs are good at 

controlling vegetation by trampling and rooting, the feral boar population within the 

Dean main block do not stay long enough in one place to have this kind of effect, and 

the rooting that occurs is very localised. With this situation bracken and bramble are 

likely to become the dominant vegetation type.  RSPB have already indicated that to 

protect the habitat for certain species bracken control will need to be carried out in 

targeted areas.  This will likely entail spraying and grazing.  (Sections 2, 2a.3, 3.2 and 4 

of RSPB plan refers)  Spraying would be with Asulox, which is bracken specific.  Approval 

for the control of bracken using Asulox maybe completely withdrawn at some point.  

Until then, Asulox would be the preferred choice for chemical control.  If approval is 

completely withdrawn other control methods may need looking into and would be 

discussed between RSPB and Forestry Commission. 

 

RIDE SIDES – Control of ride side vegetation woody scrub maybe carried out 

periodically through mechanical means to maintain habitats in favourable condition. 

The “Linking the Pearls” project that runs along the northern boundary of the SSSI will 

contribute to temporary open habitat on a cyclical basis of coppicing and shrub clearance 

that will help in promoting structural diversity within the woodland. 

 

FOREST ROAD NETWORK - The forest road network should be capable of taking 44 

tonne haulage vehicles.  Routine maintenance should be undertaken to ensure a road 

infrastructure that is capable of meeting management objectives is maintained. 

 

 

 

 

 

11 


