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The patchwork of colours represents 
the percentage of each species within 
mixed stands. This spatial 
representation does not reflect the 
position on the ground of each species, 
simply the overall woodland 
composition. 
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The patchwork of colours represents the 
percentage of each species within mixed 
stands. This spatial representation does 
not reflect the position on the ground of 
each species, simply the overall 
woodland composition. 



W est M idlands
Forest D istrict

 

Page No.5 
 

Oakamoor FDP 

The patchwork of colours represents the 
percentage of each species within mixed 
stands. This spatial representation does 
not reflect the position on the ground of 
each species, simply the overall 
woodland composition. 
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20% of the forest comprises pure 
Corsican pine stands and these 
are likely to be fatally affected by 
RBNB in the next few years 
following the recent spread of the 
disease within the valley. 

The network of forest rides, 
carriageways and public rights 
of way provide an increasing 
number of people with easy 
access around the woodlands 
on a daily basis. 

Red Band Needle Blight is a 
fungal disease which is 
affecting most of the stands of 
pine within the forest. 

Each of the woodlands forms an integral part 
of the local landscape creating back drops for 
the local communities and emphasising the 
local landform. 
 

Veteran broadleaves and 
Scots pine can be found 
throughout the design plan 
area with the most dramatic 
being the Scots pine 
growing out of the 
sandstone outcrops with 
their exposed roots system, 
in many cases, defying 
gravity to hold the veteran 
pines in situ. 
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Stands of broadleaves, some native, 
are scattered throughout the design 
plan area.  In the adjacent conifer 
stands broadleaves are regenerating 
in small clearings or patches of 
dappled shade. 

The woodlands contain a wide variety of 
conservation interests associated with the 
various woodland habitats: ancient woodland, 
wet woodland, open water, grasslands and 
plantation woodland. 
 
The SSSI designation for Churnet Valley is for 
semi-natural ancient woodland, marsh and Carr 
woodland.  Alder woodland can be found on the 
lower wetter slopes with ash, then oak on the 
drier more acidic soils.  Oak is the predominant 
woodland species.  The area supports an 
outstanding assemblage of woodland birds and 
lies adjacent to an RSPB nature reserve. 
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The sandstone outcrops which lie 
along steep sides of Dimmingsdale 
valley are important for their 
communities of mosses and 
liverworts. They dominate the internal 
landscape creating dramatic outcrops 
hanging over the paths that follow the 
river valley. 
 

Dimmingsdale and The 
Ranger SSSI support a 
diverse invertebrate 
population which contains 2 
nationally rare species: 
empid fly and fungus gnat, 
as well as recent important 
sightings of millipedes and 
the meniscus midge on 
acidic grassland 
(supporting 4 species of 
bog moss).   
 

A mosaic of wet and dry 
lowland heath and valley 
mire can be found along the 
wet flushes that transact the 
valley side and the running 
water found in the woodland 
valley bottoms. 

Stands of broadleaves, some native, 
are scattered throughout the design 
plan area.  In the adjacent conifer 
stands broadleaves are regenerating 
in small clearings or patches of 
dappled shade. 




