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Who is Forestry England? 

For over 100 years, we have been growing, shaping and caring for over 1,500 of our 
nationõs forests for the benefit and enjoyment of all, for this generation and the 
next.   

Our task is to realise the potential of each of the forests in our care for sustainable 
business opportunities, wildlife and nature conservation, and the enjoyment and 
well-being of local people and visitors. Each of our forests supports the economy 
through local jobs, sustainable timber production and the provision of recreation and 
tourism opportunities.  

Our purpose is to secure and grow the social, economic and natural capital value of 
the nationõs forests is at the heart of everything we do.   

¶ We are the biggest landholder in England, managing more than 1,500 woods and 
forests  

¶ As well as health benefits, our woodlands make significant contributions to local 
economies around the country. The 226 million visits we get per year support 
over 80 private businesses across England   

¶ We are the largest supplier of sustainably produced timber in England, selling 
around 1.4   million tonnes per year.   

¶ The benefits our forests provide has been estimated at Ã24.4 billion.  

Our vision: The nationõs forests provide the most valuable places for wildlife to 
thrive and expand in England   



What are Forest  Plans? 

orest Plans are produced by us, Forestry England (FE), as a means of communicating our         
management intentions to a range of stakeholders. They aim to fulfil a number of objectives: 

 

¶ To provide descriptions of the woodlands we manage. 

¶ To explain the process we go through in deciding what is best for the woodlandsõ long term 
future. 

¶ To show what we intend the woodlands to look like in the future. 

¶ To outline our management proposals, in detail, for the first ten years so we can seek         
approval from the statutory regulators. 

 

Our aim is to produce a plan that meets your needs for the woodland; meets the needs of the 
plants and animals that live there and meets our needs as managers.   

We have produced this draft plan to illustrate our management proposals thereby creating an      
opportunity for you to comment on the plan, whether you are a user, a neighbour or a member of 
one of the many stakeholder groups that have an interest in the woodlands. Information on how to 
get your comments to us is on the webpage. 

This plan does not set out the detailed yearly management operations for each small piece of a 
wood, known as a coupe*.  It is not possible to say which year a particular operation will take 
place, but we can say in which five-year period it should happen.   

All tree felling in the UK is regulated and a licence is required before trees can be felled; the scale 
of tree felling across Englandõs public forest estate is such that the Forest Plan is the best       
mechanism for applying for this licence.  

Responsibility for checking that the plan meets all the relevant standards and statutes lies with  
Forest Services. If all the criteria are met, full approval is given for the management operations in 
the first ten years (2021 - 2031) and outline approval for the medium term vision (2032-2091). The 
plan will be reviewed after the first five years (2026) to assess if the objectives are being achieved.  
Natural England will approve management proposals for any Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSIs) which lie within our woods. They are also the government statutory advisors on protected 
landscapes and should ensure all management proposals contribute to conserving and enhancing the 
quality of the nationally designated landscape. Historic England will approve management proposals 
for Scheduled Monuments (SM). 

We use some technical words and phrases in the text because they best describe what we are     
doing. There is a glossary at the back of the plan with some commonly used technical forestry 
terms and abbreviations these technical words are identified with an *. 
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Standard Practices and Guidance 
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Underpinning the management proposals in Forest Plans is a suite of standard practices and      
guidance described briefly below. Some of these practices are strategic national policy, whilst   
others are local expressions of national policy to reflect the particular conditions found in East  
England - the policy level is indicated in brackets.  

The UK Forestry Standard* (national)  

The UKFS sets out standards for the sustainable management of all forests and woodlands in the UK 
and describes, in outline, good forest practice. 

The UK Woodland Assurance Standard* (national) 

The UKWAS certification standard sets out the requirements which woodland owners, managers and 
forest certification bodies can use to certify their woodland and forests as sustainably managed. It 
is the document which guides all of our management, and against which the FC is certified by    
outside consultants to ensure our compliance.  The most current edition at this time is the third 
edition. 

Priority Habitats and species (national) 

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 places a biodiversity duty on Forestry 
England to conserve òSpecies and Habitats of Principle Importance for the conservation of           
Biodiversityó. These priority species and habitats can be found in section 41 of the Act. 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest* (national) 

Within the UK sites that are nationally important for plants, animals or geological or physiographical 
features are protected by law as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). 

Special Protection Area* (national) 

Site designated under the European Commissionõs birds directive. They are classified for rare and 
vunerable birds and for regularly occurring migratory species.   

Deadwood (national and local) 

Deadwood is important in the forest as a habitat for birds, invertebrates and some primitive plants.       
Guidance is given on how to provide deadwood in the forest of different sorts and sizes and how 
this will be distributed. 

Natural reserves (national and local) 

Natural reserves are areas of the forest where little or no active management takes place thereby 
creating a very different and special habitat in our otherwise actively managed forests. They are 
predominantly wooded and in areas of high conservation value. 

Other Designations 

The FC landholding in England has a wide range of European and national designations placed upon 
it in various locations across the country, such as;  

¶ National Park 

¶ Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

¶ Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

¶ Scheduled Monuments (SMõs) 

¶ County Wildlife Sites* 

Along with the standard guidance documents, we have individual plans for our designated sites; 
these describe work required to maintain and enhance the protected features. We will gradually 
integrate these into our Forest Plans where appropriate. 

In addition, Forestry England has a number of practice guides and specialist bulletins which further 
inform our management. 



This Forest Plan covers 2,514 hectares of Forestry England land which is part of Sandlings Forest, in 
the county of Suffolk. We are guided and directed by the policies and strategies detailed below: 

The Governments Priorities 

The 25 year Environment Plan was published in January 2018 to set out the governments approach 
to maintaining and enhancing the natural environment, within a generation. The plan is broad in 
scope but covers cleaner air and water, public forests and woodland, marine protected areas,   
species protection, administrative and governance issues.  

The England Trees Action plan 2021-2024 was developed to support the 25 year environment plan 
for green recovery. It aims to boost tree planting and establishment, improve woodland manage-
ment and support a thriving green economy across England, delivering more for society, nature, 
the climate and the economy.  

 

Forestry England Priorities 

At the national level the Growing the future:2021-26 five year plan, sets out where we will focus 
our work so that we can achieve our objectives and purpose.  Our compass (opposite page) shows 
how our purpose, objectives and Growing the future: 2021-26 work together to achieve this. 

At a district level the East England Forest District Strategy 2018-2022 sets our objectives around 
five goals: 

1. Staff ñ A skilled, motivated and professional workforce. 

2. Finance ñ Generating a financial surplus.  

3. Forest resilience ñ A healthy, resilient and productive forest. 

4. Community ñ improved public involvement and engagement 

5. Environment ñ A recognised global leader in environmental stewardship. 

These strategic documents along with local knowledge are used to prepare a design brief for the 
forest plan (see page 7). The plan is then subject to a consultation where subsequent changes may 
be applied before being finalised. Forest plan objectives are based around goals 2-5 as the goal   
relating to staff cannot be addressed within a plan. 

General Description of Plan Area 

The plan area is situated near the east coast of Suffolk in the heart of the Sandlings and includes 
both Rendlesham and Tunstall forest. 

Rendlesham accounts for 1425ha of the plan area. It is bordered by Staverton Park SSSI/SAC to the 
east and Sutton and Hollesley heath SSSI to the south west. Woodbridge airfield lies in the centre of 
the forest dividing the north and south of the woodland. Tunstall accounts for 1089ha of the plan 
area. It is bordered by Blaxhall heath SSSI and Iken wood SSSI in the north, Tunstall common SSSI in 
the west and Alde-ore Estuary SSSI/SAC in the north and south. The rest of the plan area is         
surrounded by intensively managed arable and animal production units.  

The whole plan area lies in the county of Suffolk, and is within the administrative boundary of East 
Suffolk District Council. Rendlesham falls within the six parishes of Bromeswell, Eyke, Rendlesham, 
Wantisden, Capel St Andrew and Boyton. Tunstall falls within the five parishes of  Blaxhall, Tun-
stall, Iken, Chillesford and Sudbourne. 

The whole plan area is held under freehold, the majority of which was acquired by Forestry England 
in the 1920õs and 30õs, this land is open access with 2,450ha dedicated under the Countryside 
Rights of Way Act (see plan area and landholding status map on page 6). 
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Environment 

¶ To protect and maintain designated sites and protected landscapes.  

¶ To protect and maintain priority habitats. 

¶ To protect and maintain priority species. 

¶ Maintain and improve cultural and heritage value of the land by protecting sensitive heritage 
features highlighted through the operational site assessment (OSA)* process.  

¶ Agree management plans for 8 scheduled monuments (SM) across Rendlesham and Tunstall, 
with Historic England (appendix 1). 

Community 

¶ Create a pleasant natural environment for the public to enjoy outdoor recreation in a rural 
woodland setting. 

¶ Where appropriate, manage areas around campsites and recreational infrastructure through 
lower impact silvicultural systems* for amenity value. 

¶ Maintain recreational facilities to a high standard through inspection processes and 
partnership working with volunteer groups and other stakeholders. 

Forest resilience  

¶ Maintain the land within our stewardship under FSCÈ/PEFC certification by meeting standards 
detailed in UKWAS fourth edition. 

¶ Increase forest resilience to threats posed by climate change, pests, diseases and fire. 

Finance 

¶ Improve economic resilience of our forests by increasing species diversity through restock 
programmes and mixed silvicultural practices, to protect future timber supplies and biomass. 

¶ The felling plan should aim to smooth production from crops in cyclic clearfell but also meet 
market commitments. 

Design Brief 

The above diagram shows the five areas identified in the East England Forest District Strategy.  

The forest plan design brief identifies objectives related to four of these goals, demonstrating how 
this plan will contribute to the district strategy.  
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Environment 

Site Characteristics 

Rendlesham forest lies on relatively flat land with a gently rolling and sloping landscape and few 
distinct features. There are two plateaux; one to the north, edged by the Butley River valley and 
one to the south, edged on itõs western side by the River Tang valley. The forest only rises to a 
maximum of 25m above sea level and average rainfall is 620mm per annum. The forest is centred 
on the Sandlings belt and there is little variation in the sandy heathland soils although there is a 
tendency towards neutral pH soil at the western end. 

Tunstall forest lies on relatively flat land with a narrow shallow valley running north eastñsouth 
west from Tunstall common towards Orford. The forest only rises to a maximum of 20m above sea 
level with the outlying blocks of Chillesford wood and Sudbourne wood all of a similar height and 
aspect. Average annual rainfall is 620mm per annum. Although the woods are centred in the 
Sandlings belt there is a marked variation from north to south. In the north the soil is pure sandy 
heath whilst to the south the Chillesford clays come close to the surface resulting in more ponds 
and water loving vegetation. 

Wooded Habitats 

Coniferous Forest 

Most of the wooded area of the plan is conifer forest, with Pine being the predominant species. The 
mature forest areas are used for breeding habitat by several different species of raptor including 
Hobby and Buzzard and other birds such as Firecrest. Many areas are managed through low impact 
silvicultural systems* (LISS) in the plan to provide habitat for these species (see management map 
on page 18). 

 

Ancient woodlands 

Ancient woodlands have a long history of woodland cover, existing since before 1600. There is no 
ancient woodland in the plan area but a few lie adjacent to the woodlands. Iken woods, an ancient 
semi natural woodland borders the north east of Tunstall forest, and Watling/Oakyard woods, an 
ancient replanted woodland borders the south, separated by the B1084.  

Staverton Park, an ancient semi natural woodland with a well documented medieval history,  
borders the east of Rendlesham.  

 

These boundaries will be managed as LISS using a shelterwood system to encourage natural 
regeneration of broadleaf species, extending further into the forest where possible. This is 
particularly appropriate on the Watling/Oakyard wood and Staverton park boundaries where a 
mixture of broadleaf species are already present, along with a number of veteran trees including 
Oak and Sweet chestnut. Management through LISS will help protect veteran trees and create 
dappled shade to encourage ground flora, increasing biodiversity (see management map on page 
18).  

 

Deadwood 

The OSA* process is used to consider opportunities to provide deadwood habitat. A lot of fallen 
trees are left to rot down where they fall, it is important not to ôtidy upõ these fallen trees from a 
biodiversity point of view as shaded rotting wood is important habitat for invertebrates.  
 
The largest amounts of deadwood can be found in areas managed through LISS and natural reserves 
where ecological processes such as vegetation succession, natural regeneration and windthrow 
increase biodiversity and conservational value of the area. 
 
 

 

Designated sites 

Sandlings Forest SSSI* designated in 2000 totals 2,484ha across Rendlesham and Tunstall forest 
(www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/citation/citation_photo/2000443.pdf). Almost the whole plan 
area is designated under the Sandlings Forest SSSI (see design & concept map pages 8&9). The site 
is notified for itõs coniferous woodland which supports internationally important populations of 
Woodlark (Lullula arborea) and Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus). These birds nest on open ground 
such as heathland and the areas left after tree felling.  

Sandlings Forest SSSI forms part of the Sandlings SPA* designated under the European Birds 
Directive. The SPA designation supports populations of Woodlark and Nightjar, by protecting their 
breeding habitat (restocked forest areas) and therefore impacts on the clearfell programme across 
Rendlesham and Tunstall Forest. The revision of the forest plan will try to smooth the ôsupplyõ of 
breeding habitat over time by amending the felling dates of the clearfell coupes to produce an 
annual area of clearfell close to the sustainable mean for the forest. However, in the short term 
the majority of habitat will be provided through heathland areas. Due to the 1987 storm described 
in the landscape section on page 14, much of the woodland was planted around the same time 
resulting in a shortage of economically mature timber in the medium term. This is illustrated in the 
age distribution bar graph shown on page 15. As a result the condition of the SSSI/SPA is 
unfavourable recovering.  

There are four SSSIõs which border Tunstall including Blaxhall heath, Tunstall Common, Iken woods 
and the Alde-Ore Estuary (also a SAC). In Rendlesham there are two SSSIõs including Sutton and 
Hollesley heath and Staverton Park (also a SAC). The design concept maps on pages 8&9 show the 
location of these sites. The plan aims to improve links between adjacent heathlands, through 
improving open space connections in appropriate areas. 

The maintenance and enhancement of biodiversity is a key consideration in the plan. The existence 
of various species of rare birds, flora, lepidoptera and mammals associated with designated sites 
adjoining the plan area, is considered in the management of the woodland. 
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Woodlark  

ÉChris Knights 
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Tang 
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Priority habitats  

The UK Forestry Standard requires a minimum of 10% open ground or ground managed for the     
conservation and enhancement of biodiversity as the primary objective. UKWAS requires a minimum 
of 10% of the district forest management area to be managed as open space. This is for biodiversity, 
cultural and recreational purposes. The existing open space within the plan area is made up of   
recreation areas, Lowland heathland and the network of forest rides. This accounts for 9% of the 
plan area (see pie chart on page 15) which includes both permanent open space and temporary 
open space created through felling operations. 

Open space within the woodland, particularly wide rides, not only provide high conservational value 
but also timber extraction routes, easy access for public use such as walking and fire breaks helping 
to prevent fires spreading and providing good access for the emergency services. They are also    
important for wildlife management providing good feeding areas for deer. Where possible and     
appropriate, rides will be widened during routine operations to improve access and conservation 
potential.  

Priority open habitats within the design plan area include freshwater habitats such as wet woodland 
along the two river valleys and ponds. Terrestrial lowland heathland and acid grassland are also  
priority habitats in the plan area. 

Freshwater 

There are two areas of wet woodland in Rendlesham forest including the Butley river valley in the 
north, and the Tang river valley in the south. Tree species including Alder, Birch and Willow     
dominant these areas, with other broadleaf and conifer species present in slightly drier locations, 
particularly in Butley. However, these wet woodlands are not just dense tree cover but also include 
open areas and other dry/wet habitats such as scrub and ponds. The highest proportions of standing 
and fallen deadwood also exist here. In Butley river valley a large number of veteran Oak trees are 
present. These will be retained and protected, linking well with the adjacent Staverton Park. 

The diverse range of habitats present in these areas are important for biodiversity with an       
abundance of lichens, mosses, sedges, rushes and ferns, and large numbers of invertebrates which 
support amphibians, mammals and birds. These ecological niches are not found in drier woodland 
areas making them a unique feature in the woodland.  

Butley river valley will be managed through LISS using a shelterwood system to remove the majority 
of remaining conifer and encourage further natural regeneration of broadleaf species. Thinning   
operations will take place approximately every 10-13 years. The Tang river valley will be managed 
as a natural reserve with no systematic felling, and operations only carried out where necessary for 
safety reasons.   

There are a number of ponds present along both river valleys and others at various locations within 
Tunstall forest. These support a range of species including amphibians and dragonflies and are an 
important water source for birds and other animals in dry weather. 

Lowland heathland and acid grassland 

The largest areas of permanent open space are found in the designated heathland sites distributed 
across both woodlands. As part of the SSSI management plan agreed between Forestry England and 
Natural England an area of 127ha of heathland will be managed to provide suitable habitat for 
Woodlark and Nightjar. These areas can be seen on the design concept maps on pages 8 & 9.      
Designating specific areas to provide habitat for Woodlark and Nightjar is required as a result of the 
even age structure of the forest following the 1987 storm, which has reduced the amount of clear 
fell area available, and therefore suitable nesting habitat over the next 15 years. These areas are  

managed through a mixture of grazing and annual mowing programmes, with some soil disturbance 
to create bare ground.  

As part of the revision process open space across the plan area has been reviewed and reallocated 
where appropriate. This has been done by assessing the current locations of open space and using 
bird survey data records to evaluate their level of use. As a result some designated heathland areas 
will expand whilst other previously designated areas will be planted or left to natural regeneration. 
This can be seen on the management maps and the habitat & restock map on pages 17-19. 

Areas of temporary open space are present in both woodlands as a result of rotational clear fell  
operations and current restock sites. The plan proposes restocking of these areas through planting 
predominantly conifer.  

Priority species 

European Protected Species include Bats. Bats are found throughout the plan area and will be   
managed through maintaining woodland area and connectivity, maintaining and increasing       
deadwood and open rides and corridors for feeding.  

Other Priority species found within the plan area such as Adders are associated with the lowland 
heathland. All priority habitats and priority species will be taken into account as part of the OSA* 
process before work commences to ensure species protection and to identify additional               
opportunities for enhancement. 
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Safeguarding our Heritage 

Forestry England acquired the majority of the plan area in the 1920õs and 1930õs with some of 
Tunstall acquired at a later point in the 1980õs. 

The plan area has good survival of features associated with previous land use history including earth 
banks, burnt flints, medieval and Roman pottery and quarry pits. There is also a strong World War 
Two history across both woodlands. Surviving features include a military training area, dug pits used 
for shooting, pill boxes and bomb craters.   

Site specific heritage features are considered as part of an OSA process before work commences. A 
handbook guide to protecting heritage assets has also been produced for forest workers and is 
referred to during operations to increase understanding and protection of heritage features. 

There are 8 scheduled monuments across the plan area of which all are Bowl barrows. There are 4 
located in Rendlesham forest and 4 in Tunstall forest; examples of which can be seen in the photos 
opposite. They have specific individual management plans shown in appendix 1 which were agreed 
with Historic England in August 2019 and do not form part of the consultation. 

Bowl barrows, the most numerous form of round barrow, are funerary monuments dating from the 
Late Neolithic period to the Late Bronze Age, with most examples belonging to the period 2400-
1500 BC. They were constructed as earthen or rubble mounds, sometimes ditched, which covered 
single or multiple burials. They occur either in isolation or grouped as cemeteries and often acted 
as a focus for burials in later periods. Often superficially similar, although differing widely in size, 
they exhibit regional variations in form and a diversity of burial practices. There are over 10,000 
surviving bowl barrows recorded nationally (many more have already been destroyed), occurring 
across most of lowland Britain. Often occupying prominent locations, they are a major historic 
element in the modern landscape and their considerable variation of form and longevity as a 
monument type provide important information on the diversity of beliefs and social organisations 
amongst early prehistoric communities. They are particularly representative of their period and a 
substantial proportion of surviving examples are considered worthy of protection (text taken from 
the National Heritage list entries on Historic England website 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list). 

 

Cultural Environment  
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Bowl barrow 250m SW of  Tangham Cottages, in 
Rendlesham forest. 

É David Robertson 

Bowl barrow, 1300m south of Heath Cottages, in Tunstall forest.  

É David Robertson 

WWII Military training area in Rendlesham 

É David Robertson 
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