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Robin & Repton Forest Plan 2016-2026 

Repton Shrubs 

Robin Wood 

Poppy Wood 

Hartshorne Wood 

Location Map 
 

The Woodlands lie within 
the National Forest, 
Derbyshire covering 
259ha.  Robin and 
Repton are former 
Ancient Woodland sites 
now covered in mature 
conifers and areas of 
hardwood.  Hartshorne 
and Poppy Wood are new 
broadleaved woodlands 
planted between 2007 
and 2015.  Stanton by 
Bridge is a new site yet to 
be planted in a level open 
landscape. 
 
The surrounding 
landscape is rolling 
farmland with ancient and 
plantation woodland 
predominantly rural, often 
abrupt 
contrasts with the urban 
areas.  The new 
woodlands in The 
National Forest are 
playing an important role 
in ecological and social 
benefits.  The size and 
age of Robin and Repton 
Woods make them 
significant features in the 
landscape. 

Stanton by Bridge 
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All of the woodlands except Repton Shrubs are 
Freehold woodlands and have been dedicated 
as Open Access Land giving the public free 
access on foot throughout the woodland.   
 
Repton Shrubs has restricted access as part of 
the lease agreement and the public is limited to 
the designated public rights of way that run 
adjacent to it. 

Robin Wood has a good network 
of forest roads and rides but no 
formal facilities.  The access 
routes are currently quiet and 
enclosed due to the mature 
conifer stands adjacent to them. 

Poppy wood has a  car park, 
interpretation and marked 
trails, dog agility trail and 
permissive bridleway.    

Hartshorne Wood design has 
incorporated open spaces with 
picnic benches, open view points, 
open spaces and a permissive 
horse route along its western edge. 
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Robin Wood has two 
streams which run with 
water except in extremely 
dry conditions. 

Robin Wood is an ancient woodland 
now dominated by conifers.  There is 
a good representation of mature and 
semi mature broadleaves in the 
south-western half of the woodland. Corsican pine is the main species 

present in Robin wood and this is now 
being effected by Dothistroma Needle 
Blight which is effecting the health of 
the trees 

Poppy Wood is a new woodland 
planted on agricultural land.  It has 
a wide variety of species creating 
dense mixed stands.  There is little 
structural diversity within the stands 
and along ride sides. 

The availability of a car park makes 
Poppy wood the most frequently 
used woodland within the plan area. 
It is particularly popular with dog 
walkers due to the deer fence 
around its perimeter. 

An open riparian habitat containing 
indigenous broadleaves and mixed 
confers can be found along the north
-western edge of Robin Wood. 

Each of the woodland areas has its 
own unique conservation and heritage 
features.  These will be identified at 
the coupe planning stage to ensure 
these are incorporated into the future 
management wherever possible. 
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A woodbank runs 
through the Repton 
Shrubs along the Parish 
boundary and three 
large liner mounds lie to 
the south of the main 
forest road. 

The Corsican pine in Repton 
Shrubs is now being affected 
by Dothistroma Needle Blight 
which is affecting the health 
of the trees and reducing its 
annual yield. 

Hartshorne is a new woodland planted on 
agricultural land with a wide mixture of 
broadleaf and shrub species.  The young 
plantation has not yet become fully 
established and areas of ash that have 
now died due to Chalara need replanting.  
There is little structural diversity within the 
stands and across the new woodland. 

A small section of Hartshorne Wood 
has been planted by Forest 
Research studying the impacts of 
climate change on various species.   

Repton Shrubs is an ancient 
woodland site which contains a 
good assemblage of broadleaves 
trees of varying age and species. 

Each of the woodland areas has its 
own unique conservation and heritage 
features.  These will be identified at 
the coupe planning stage to ensure 
these are incorporated into the future 
management wherever possible. 

A number of water 
courses can be found in 
Repton Shrubs with 
associated indigenous 
vegetation. 
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The patchwork of colours represents the 
percentage of each species within mixed 
crops.  The spatial representation does 
not reflect the position on the ground of 
each species, simply the overall 
woodland composition. 

The current rotation of Scots and 
Corsican pine which were planted 
between 1958 and 1970 have had 
an average yield of 14-16. 
 
With Robin and Repton being 
classified as Ancient Woodland 
sites and Poppy Wood, Hartshorne 
and Stanton by Bridge are new 
secondary woodlands. 
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The western aspect of Robin Wood reveals 
some strong geometric patterns where the 
broadleaves and conifers meet.  Recent 
felling operations have helped address this 
and future management operation will 
soften these edges further. 

Repton Shrubs is a prominent feature in 
the local landscape when travelling north 
and south along the B Road that runs 
along the western edge of the woodland. 

The size and shape of the new woodlands 
(Poppy and Harsthorne) fit well in the gently 
rolling local landscape that is dominated by 
agriculture interspersed by small broadleaved 
woodlands and hedgerows. 

The landscape analysis is 
used to assess landform 
patterns and character.  
 
Your eye is naturally 
drawn up gullies and down 
ridges and these 
principles will be used to 
help design new 
management coupes.   
 
This will ensure that the 
size and scale of future 
felling operations does not 
detract from the natural 
appearance of the 
woodlands and softens 
any existing hard edges. 
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The phased removal of conifer has already 
begun in Robin Wood focusing on the 
removal of stands worst effected by DNB.  
Due to the scale of conifers and limited seed 
source for broadleaves enrichment planting 
will be needed to ensure full stocking of 
broadleaves following the removal of conifers. 

Thinning operations will be undertaken 
within Poppy Wood to diversify the 
current dense uniform structure.  Some 
further planting will take place along rides 
to create varying blocks of colour and 
texture and break up uniform hard edges. 

The current access 
facilities within Poppy 
Wood will be maintained. 

The woodland habitat along the 
main water courses will be 
opened up to create a more 
structured transition from 
aquatic to riparian through to 
high forest. 

The new land acquisition adjacent to Robin 
Wood know as Stanton by Bridge will be 
planted with a mixture of conifer and 
broadleaves.  The proposed forest road will 
provide easy access for visitors from the road 
(adjacent to Poppy Wood) into Robin Wood and 
provide visitors with new long circular walks 
leaving from Poppy Wood car park.  Its 
construction will be subject to a survey by Civil 
Engineers, EIA and planning approval.  

The network of forest roads within Robin Wood will be 
gradually opened up as adjacent stands are 
managed.   When restocking takes place the new tree 
line will be moved back from the roads creating an 
irregular woodland edge with space for woodland 
edge vegetation to become fully established. 
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Corsican pine stands worst 
effected by DNB will be removed 
before the Scots pine who’s growth 
has not been as severely effected. 

The wide straight uniform grass paths 
will be broken up by the planting of 
some small groups of trees.   Species 
selected will be grouped to help add 
colour and texture. 

The woodbank and mounds will be 
left undisturbed and no machinery 
will be used within 10m of these 
features.  Trees that regenerate on 
or adjacent to the woodlbank and 
bounds will be removed. 

The main water course within the 
woodland will be opened up to create a 
wide open glade with some individual 
feature trees retained. 

Ash stands will be replanted 
with a variety of species 
including evergreen conifers.  
This will add to the structural 
diversity within the stands, 
provide cover for birds and 
colour in the landscape during 
the winter months. 

Hartshorne woodland is a young 
woodland and not yet full 
established.   It will be another 15 –
20 years before the first major 
thinning operations are undertaken. 

The broadleaves of good quality 
or TSI within the conifer stands 
will be retained wherever 
possible to form part of the next 
rotation.  The whole area will see 
a phased return to becoming a 
broadleaved woodland again. 
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