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 Part 1: Introduc
on and the Fi�y Year Vision for the Wyre Forest 

The Wyre Forest is England’s largest con
guous ancient woodland,    

stretching across the Shropshire - Worcestershire border in the Severn   

Valley.  This management plan represents a new episode in the story of the 

forest, bringing together the land managed by the Forestry Commission 

and Natural England for the first 
me in a single comprehensive             

management plan. 

The plan seeks to bring together the best elements of the Forest Design, 

Site of Special Scien
fic Interest (SSSI) and Na
onal Nature Reserve (NNR) 

management planning processes to create a plan which details both the 

forestry and conserva
on management of the forest.   

The Plan has been supported and influenced by the Wyre Forest Landscape 

Partnership (WFLP), a body represen
ng a number of local partners      

commi5ed to crea
ng a sustainable landscape for everyone to enjoy, and 

responsible for developing the 50 year vision for the Wyre Forest.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                            

This management plan covers the first ten years of that 50 year period and 

sets a new direc
on for the Wyre Forest. 

The plan will be supported by a formal agreement between the Forestry 

Commission and Natural England which will provide a framework for joint 

working between the two organisa
ons and their staff teams in the Wyre 

Forest on the delivery of this management plan. 

The plan will be further supported by the re-declara
on of the Wyre Forest 

Na
onal Nature Reserve to cover the full extent of the forest covered by 

this plan, crea
ng England’s largest woodland NNR. 

View across the Wyre Forest: Phil Rudlin 
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The objec
ves of this management plan will help to deliver the Natural England Regional Delivery Plan, which priori
ses the Wyre Forest as a          

landscape scale focus area.  It will also help to deliver the Forestry Commission West England Forest District Strategic Plan (2013a) and the Na
onal 

Strategic Plan for the Public Forest Estate in England (2013b). 

The ac
ons within this management plan will also contribute towards the England Biodiversity Strategy priority habitat and SSSI targets.   

Sustainable management of the woodland will be to the standards required to maintain Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and PEFC (Programme for the 

Endorsement of Forest Cer
fica
on) accredita
on and therefore must deliver economic, environmental and social objec
ves. 

The mee
ng and monitoring of these objec
ves is outlined in Appendix 5. 

 

 

The con�nued produc�on 

of sustainable and 

marketable woodland 

products 

The conserva�on, 

maintenance and 

enhancement of cultural 

and heritage assets  

The delivery of well-designed 

proposals that comply with 

landscape design principles in 

keeping with the local 

landscape character 

The provision and 

maintenance of well 

managed recrea�on  

facili�es 

The diversifica�on of woodland 

species and structure for greater 

ecological and economic resilience 

The protec�on and enhancement of woodland and 

open habitats and their associated species. 

• The crea
on and maintenance of permanent 

and transient open habitats. 

• The restora
on and management of the Site 

of Special Scien
fic Interest. 

Providing a careful 

balance between 

recrea�on and sensi�ve 

wildlife sites 

 1.1 Wyre Forest NNR and Forest Plan - Objec
ves 
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 1.2  Wyre Management Area: Loca
on and Context 

Fas
ngs Coppice 

Earnwood Copse 

Longdon Orchard 

Wimperhill Wood 

Seckley Wood 

Brand Wood 

Bell Coppice 

Brandlodge Coppice 

New Parks 

Rock Coppice 

Ribbesford Wood 

Kinlet 

Hawkbatch 

Withybed Wood 

Town Coppice 

Longdon Wood 

Skeys Wood 

Hi5erhill Coppice 

The Wyre Forest is located to the west of the town of Bewdley on the Shropshire and Worcestershire border in the West Midlands. Na
onal Grid        

Reference SO744765. 

The 10 year management plan covers a total of 1654 hectares of land, all currently managed by Natural England and Forestry Commission England under 

both freehold and leasehold arrangements (see Appendix 1—Tenure and Management Agreements). 
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 1.3  Wyre Forest Designa
ons and Ancient Woodland Status 

© Crown Copyright  and database  right 

[2015] Ordnance Survey [100021242] 



5 Wyre Forest Na
onal Nature Reserve and Forest Plan 2016-2026 

 

“The Wyre Forest is mostly ancient woodland: 2400 hectares of it – the  

largest con
guous forest of that kind in the whole of England. Though there 

were trees here before there were human beings, the forest we know today 

is the product of our history. Landscapes change, par
cularly when people 

manage them. We will manage this one by caring for wildlife in all its        

diversity and encouraging a flourishing woodland economy. The forest of 

the future will be nourished by its past; it will weave together a range of 

communi
es and different sorts of landscape. We want it to be, in the 

words of John Ruskin, ‘beau
ful, peaceful, and fruiKul’. We want it to     

generate wealth, serve the needs of visitors seeking refreshment, and      

resonate in human memory. 

The Forest will have been recognised as one of England’s most important 

ancient woodlands.  The Wyre will have adapted structurally to a changing 

climate within an inspira
onal 21st-century woodland landscape mee
ng 

society’s needs and carbon targets. 

Wyre will evoke a powerful sense of place and this will be celebrated by the 

communi
es and people of the Forest, and shared by visitors who value the 

special quali
es.  There will be a recogni
on that the landscape of Wyre 

Forest and its seLng is highly dis
nc
ve, diverse and culturally complex.  

The story of Wyre will be ingrained in its landscape and will be wri5en by 

the genera
ons to come. 

The forest will have a more natural woodland landscape, managed to            

increase the diversity of tree species characteris
c of the ancient woodland 

of Wyre with a varied age structure from young saplings to aging veterans  

A rich mosaic of woodland and well-connected open habitats will have been 

developed, incorpora
ng meadows and orchards, patches of heathland and 

a network of ‘rides’ through the forest.  

 

Popula
ons of key woodland species will have been secured. Habitat     

management and species introduc
ons will have allowed for species        

migra
on in response to changes in climate. Re-introduc
ons of key species 

will have contributed to the natural processes of the woodland. 

The people and communi
es of the Wyre Forest will understand, recognise 

and celebrate the na
onal significance and value of the Forest and will have 

opportuni
es to become involved in its maintenance and development.  It 

will be a core part of their quality of life, enhancing health and wellbeing.  

A vibrant woodland enterprise culture will support and complement Wyre’s 

landscape, turning its 
mber into a diverse range of products needed and 

valued by society.    

The Wyre Forest will be an excellent place to visit, with great facili
es and 

ac
vi
es designed for its core family audience.  Interac
ve and s
mula
ng 

informa
on about the Forest, its landscape and wildlife will be easily        

accessible. 

The Wyre Forest will be widely known as a dis
nc
ve des
na
on            

complemen
ng Cleobury Country and the Severn Valley. Wyre will have a 

na
onal reputa
on for high quality tourism, food and local products derived 

from the woodland and surrounding landscapes. 

The Wyre Forest will be recognised as a significant na
onal centre for 

woodland learning, research and monitoring, suppor
ng formal and         

informal learning and skills development in all its forms, underpinned by a 

deep evidence base”. 

 

 

 1.4 Fi�y Year Vision for the Wyre Forest  

Achieving this fi�y year vision will depend on carefully planned and implemented woodland management to bring about gradual changes to the       

structure and composi
on of the Wyre Forest.  The following maps illustrate the result of this woodland management and provide an understanding of 

how the forest will look in 2066.   

The first map shows the diverse range of well-connected habitats that will be present within the Wyre Forest in 2066  - a mixture of high forest             

interspersed with extensive areas of more open habitat including lowland heathland and wood pasture connected by a network of species-rich open 

rides, railways and rota
onal coppice. 

The second map illustrates the composi
on of the forest in 2066 showing the significant increases in na
ve ancient semi-natural woodland that will have 

taken place through the gradual felling of non-na
ve species such as beech and conifer since 2016 and the start of this 10 year management plan. 
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 1.4.1 Fi�y Year Vision for the Wyre: Habitats 

Longdon and  Withybed Woods: The wood pasture is now star
ng  to 

develop an interes
ng species rich grassland sward, open habitats  

connected by well-managed rides provide extensive linked habitat. 

Hawkbatch: Extensive areas of coppice and 

open space have diversified Hawkbatch 

providing excellent condi
ons for a range of 

early-successional woodland species and a 

network of wide rides. 

Hi5erhill, Town, Symonds 

Stool and Cold Harbour    

Coppice: an extensive patch 

work of coppice, open space 

and grazed wood pasture 

now provide excellent links 

through to the wider         

management area  

Bell Coppice, Brandlodge      

Coppice and Rock Coppice: the        

patchwork of coppice con
nues 

to be managed rota
onally  

providing structure and diversity 

throughout the woods 

Brand Wood and Wimperhill 

Wood:  Extensive areas of south 

facing open habitat along the 

Dowles Brook now provides    

excellent habitat for adder which  

are now found across the Wyre 

Forest in good numbers 

Ribbesford:  A large area of coppice now 

provides excellent habitat for a highly 

successful dormouse popula
on.  Wide 

rides provide connec
vity throughout 

the wood 

Kinlet and Earnwood: Large areas of well-managed connected open 

habitat provide the right condi
ons for a diverse range of species that 

can move throughout the area along an extensive network of wide 

rides. Wood pasture con
nues to be grazed by ca5le  

Longdon Orchard:  this area now supports 

a significant network of ride-side coppice 

and permanently open habitat linked by a     

network of open, structurally diverse rides 

New Parks:  Large areas of open 

and early-successional coppice 

now  provide quality habitat for 

species such as the pearl-

bordered fri
llary and the    

narrow-leaved helleborine.  The 

large Douglas Fir around the 

visitor centre con
nue to be 

admired by visitors  
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Longdon Orchard and New Parks:  Small areas of impressive, 

old-growth coniferous planta
on on ancient woodland sites 

have developed over the last fi�y years and been retained  

within the Wyre Forest to provide a backdrop to the Wyre    

Visitor Centre and to add diversity and colour to the landscape 

The vast majority of the Wyre Forest has been restored to 

ancient semi-natural woodland through the gradual removal 

of conifer, beech and sycamore over last fi�y years to restore 

a species rich, structurally diverse na
ve broadleaf woodland.   

 1.4.2  Fi�y Year Vision for the Wyre: Woodland Composi
on 


