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The Plan area experiences a high level of formal
and informal recreational usage. The majority of
the Main Block and outlying forests (excluding
Powderham, Whaddon Brake and Well Covert) are
held under freehold and are therefore Open Access.
Together with the Forest Park Hub at Bullers Hill
and paid parking at Mamhead, these areas have a
greater focus on recreation provision with a number
of waymarked bicycle, walking, orienteering and
horse riding trails in place. The leasehold tenured
blocks mean access is limited to De Facto along the
Public Rights of Way.

The use of the Plan area by local individuals as well
as numerous visitors and tourists demonstrates the
value of the forests to the local community, these
features will be maintained in balance with
ecological value.

Within the SSSI, any new trails will be subject of
discussion between FC and NE at the planning
stage.

Any events planned for within the bird breeding
season will be assessed for their likelihood of
disturbance and re-routed if necessary.
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The Plan area also absorbs a lot of the recreational
pressure as an alternative to nearby coast and
numerous informal car parking facilities are
available.

Three permanent viewpoints will be maintained
within the main block, the Bird of Prey Viewpoint
within Kiddens, the Discovery Trail Viewpoint within
Tower Wood and the Obelisk at Mamhead. These
will be maintained open as required by the Haldon
Forest Park Recreation Team.

Opportunities to use operations to create temporary
view points will also be utilised at the time of
intervention. This work will primarily be along the
high ridge and where existing infrastructure (i.e.
paths) are already in place, so as to minimise
impact. This will in turn, lead to other viewpoint
areas being allowed to scrub up therefore reducing
the need to significant open habitat maintenance.
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Zone 4 - includes the rest of the forest outside of Zones 1,2 and 3. No
formal trails exist within this area and recreational usage is limited to
informal walking and mountain biking.

This zone encompasses significant areas of forest which are valuable for
nesting raptors due to lower levels of disturbance. Balancing the ecological
requirements of breeding raptor and nightjar is a key objective of this area in
line with sustainable timber production.
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Recreation Management Zones

Due to the high recreation provision within the ecologically
~__sensitive landscape, the Plan area has been divided into
four management zones, focussed around the Forest Park
Hub. These have been determined by recreation
importance and visitor experience.

The aim is to establish a clear understanding of the role
the forest has in providing for the recreational needs of a
large number of visitors alongside its importance in
supporting a number of SSSI designated habitats and
gfﬁ‘g species all whilst remaining a productive working forest.

L\Management is led by the Beat Team.
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Operation Units & Working

To balance the impact of forest operations on the
high recreation provision and visitor numbers around
the Forest Park Hub area, the Main Block has been
divided into six operational blocks. The intention is
work these areas on a rotation so that forest
operations are discreet and do not adversely affect
the visitor experience.

The aim will be for operations to be targeted, swift
and to a very high standard, utilising interpretation
where appropriate so that the Haldon Forest
becomes a showcase for exemplary forest
management.

Opportunities to use operations to create temporary
(e.g. ten year) view points will be utilised. These
areas will be less than 0.5 ha and therefore within
the threshold OF cms6.
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. -” as well as grasses such as Erica cinerea, Erica
/ ‘F:;;: tetralix and Molinea caerula on shallow peats. The
/' 'majority of these are found internally along the

|- Ideford Common and Great Plantation. These are
5?'__ managed as permanent open habitat with no more
than 20% tree cover through mechanical cutting of

regenerating tree species. The plan will look to
connect these areas through the ride network.
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Dormouse favourable habitat is ———
found throughout the Plan area, ”h
and there are records of this |
species in Kiddens and Lucy Balls |
(see map) butalso in Great :
Plantation and Webberton.

This European Protected Species
requires pinch points across
corridors to allow habitat
connectivity between broadleaved |
woodland, particularly in stands
with a high hazel and/or sweet
chestnut components. The
prescriptions outlined in the
Environmental Corridors .
document will ensure appropriate | "~
habitat provision and
management will be in line with
Best Practice Guidance (FC & NE,
2007).
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Turtle Dove is a severely declining bird which once used Haldon Forest SSSI as a sanctuary and was
designated accordingly. This bird prefers to inhabit hedgerows (particularly hawthorn), woodland edges and
scrub, however due, in part, to the agricultural intensification it is in steep decline. Haldon has some
rumoured sightings of Turtle Dove in recent years but confirmed sightings have been absent for a number
of years. Management will aim to provide areas of dense scrub and shrub layers along woodland edge and
seed rich habitat throughout open grassland and rides.
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The Forest Plan area is used by a humber of interesting flora and fauna some of which are highlighted
below. Haldon Forest and its associated open habitats make a significant contribution to the provision of
semi-natural habitats in the wider landscape.

On the other hand some non-native flora and grazing fauna species can have a detrimental impact on
the forest and its features if their numbers are too high. Species such as rhododendron, encroaching
wild deer, grey squirrel and boar will all be managed in line with District Strategy to ensure that their
pressure does not have a negative impact on the condition of habitats and crops.

Trees of Significant Interest (TSI) are found throughout
the Plan area and will be retained in perpetuity. The majority of
these trees are beech but also include wild service, crab apple and
oak. When crops are thinned crowns will be released slowly to
minimise the impact of sudden exposure to desiccating winds and
sun scorch. Management will be in line with FC TSI Guidance (Ops

0.5 0.75

Grizzled and Dingy Skipper (pictured) are becoming increasingly rare in the UK. The
Kiddens area of the Plan area is home to a vibrant population of the butterfly. Favouring
warm sheltered areas with sparse vegetation including ride sides, woodland clearings and
abandoned quarries, both species will benefit from the clearfelling programme as well as
the environmental corridor work proposed in this Plan.
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Heritage Features

People have lived and farmed on Haldon for at least
5,000 years. It has been both a barrier to transport
but also a commanding position from which to control
the surrounding countryside. The Plan area holds a
number of indications of this rich cultural heritage
some of which can be dated back to the Bronze age.
These include disused settlements, barrows, wells and
kilns.

Windy Cross Scheduled Monument, is situated 13m
north of the crossroads, at the southern edge of North
Wood. It is aligned NNW to SSE. The cross survives as
a simple Latin cross which is octagonal in section, and
is Listed Grade II. It is most likely a Christian cross
erected during the medieval period between the 9th
and 15th centuries AD

More recent indications also exist: Mamhead Park
(now a Registered Park and Garden) was once owned
by the Balle family, then the Newmans who rebuilt the
house to the designs of famous architect Anthony
Salvin. Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown landscaped the
gardens. The famous Obelisk, erected c1742 by
Thomas Balle stands 100 feet high and was used as a
navigational aid for the Exe estuary.

Numerous other heritage features, including boundary
stones and crop marks, are within the Plan area and
are recorded within the Historic Environment Record.
This database, and where appropriate experts, will be
consulted before operations take place to ensure
features are preserved for the future enlightenment
and education and enhanced though management.

Mature hedgebanks are found throughout the Plan
area and are managed at the time of operation in line
with the District document, Design and Management
of Environmental Corridors (2017).
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