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The Ennerdale valley is located in North West Cumbria within the Lake District National Park. The valley runs

Scale: 1:150,000 at A3
User: gareth.browning

west to east, with the principal points of access from the west. The valley lies within the Lake District National
Park Authority's "Quiet Western Valleys", designation and Natural England's "Cumbria High Fells" National
Character Area.
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Wild Ennerdale boundary
extended to include land

|| around the upper River Ehen
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Ennerdale is unusual in the Lake District
in enjoying a simple ownership where
only three organisation with similar broad
objectives own the majority of the valley
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The distribution of land ownership in Ennerdale has been a significant
contributor to the current distribution of habitats and processes operating
in the valley. The boundaries between land owners have historically

been defined by fences and walls which have often created stark contrasts
between different land uses such as forestry and farming

Over the last 15 years Wild Ennerdale has been seeing to remove or reduce
both physical and administrative boundaries which block or inhibit natural
processes and the sense of wildness.
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/| Ennerdale offers great opportunities for exploration with over 30 miles of public rights of way, forest roads and tracks.

S { | The higher ridges offer some of the best views of the northern Lake District mountains and valleys including

) /| Wasdale and Buttermere. Recreational use is concentrated along the northern and western shores of Ennerdale

- 3 Water, linked to pedestrian access and parking. The route of the "Coast to Coast" national walking route draws

e in high usage along a linear path from Ennerdale Bridge to Black Sail and over the watershed to Honister. Outside

-1 of these areas the circular route around the Lakeshore is popular as are the valleys ridges. In general visitor numbers
reduce significantly the further east and south you travel. There are many areas of the valley where, even on a busy

= bank holiday, it is possible to be alone for many hours at a time.
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| Visitor Information boards
o lled at both Bowness
Knott and Bleach Green

LY
B

Bowness Knott
Car Park

12| Ennerdale Bridge
.. | Fox and Hounds, Y
| Shepherds Arms Hotel, | ¢
The Gather Cafe shop
i | and Visitor Information

s Sy Pl

| To encourage people to explore the |

valley we have produced 7 walk |~

| guides to walking and biking

J routes and a guide to some of the

historic features of the valley.

4 These are available on our website L
and as fre leaflets.
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"\ | Low Gillerthwaite [.& ~ _
“ Field Centre  |**

s T

Butcerme

Bleach Green and
Broadmoor Car Parks |~

Ennerdale |
Youth Hostel
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Countryside Right of Way (CROW) Access land

The majority of the valley is dedicated Open
| Access land under CROW. We have not
shown this on the map as it would obscure
other features. Where land is not dedicated
open access land we operate as if it were

.| as long as the land is not enclosed or close
to residential property.
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The Wild Ennerdale Partnership has been significantly |
involved in supporting the development of the
1 "The Gather" Community Hub, Shop and Cafe by et 111
>%" providing land, guidance and visitor interpretation. Wi
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% " °8 Extract from the Ennerdale Community Plan 2017 shows that
people value highly elements of the natural environment
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i ', majority are occupied as a permanent dwelling but a significant :
.. minority as second homes. The majority of the houses are located
%% within the village but the parish also contains a hamlet (Croasdale)

as well as circa 20 isolated dwellings.

7

: The village population of ¢.360 comprises a wide and diverse

age range — with a significant proportion of working families.

™ * There are several significant large employers locally which

. provide the majority of the employment. Relatively few people
.« ¢ are employed directly in farming with some also employed in
»7 tourism, and the nuclear industry. (extract from Community

% Plan last sentence slightly extended)
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Natural Reserve (FC)

Natural reserves are predominantly wooded, are |
permanently identified and are in locations which |~ /

61 P

| Ennerdale Water >~ Bowness Knott Sl
4 an important example of a nutrient-poor [~ Geological fusion between B
lake and in Cumbria is second only to Ennerdale Granophyre and Skiddaw [~

I e = are of particularly high wildlife interest or potential. | 7
\ Wast Water for its low productivity. = \ Slate LR Gllleqhwane M|r1=T They are managed by minimum intervention 5
' z N T 7 s R B - = T b | Ongoing restoration of rare unless alternative management has higher
. St 7 o R " 2= ' | valley bottom mire - conservation or biodiversity value. f
River Ehen = S : : A -] by volunteers . 77 “
Nutrient poor river important for " B Sehe s 7; Y T N A
England's only reproducing fresh g g = A P 7, e £
water mussel population v e 4 i Red squirrels ’
= - et Whilst not designated a "stronghold" FEH
N 21 1 "| Ennerdale has a healthy population
IR et g Gkt Eal .| of Red squirrels and few Grey squirrels. |
. \ 4 < o et Barne X Fi 5 \ e
el N N ¥ Annual monitoring and trapping have N
1:;‘»-“.,\ : s s been keeping grey squirrel numbers low. | = e
L§ el N i G _ S T ST UES
SR AP\ A | Birdlife
il AL B o ¢ )| We have carried out two phases of bird

monitoring in 2008 and 2015. The \
/| monitoring showed that since moving
from sheep to extensive cattle the bird

| richness increased from 13 to16 species,
-1 and the number of territories increased

= from 43 to 70. ek
‘ | River Liza e
BN G o One of England's best examples | -
= ENRERRLE AN st R ¥ of a natural upland river system
-.| Marsh Fritillary A Cr NG
Reintroduced over last 10 years
| Now England's largest most
| sustainable population bt
ok Nk
\:m N Side Wood and Latterbarrow Wood
woodands have Ancient woodland with high deadwood N Sl
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.| In recognition of the importance of the archaeology
_| in Ennerdale a separate Archaeology Management |.
-| Plan was agreed in 2007. This was reviewed and
_ | brought up to date to include the new scheduled
sites in 2015. The plan continues the monitoring
and recording work of the previous plan with
each site visited once in every 5 years
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In response to the Historic Landscape Survey
commissioned by the Wild Ennerdale Partners
during 2003/4 English Heritage reviewed and

‘| extended the scheduled areas in 2013.

Farestry Commission
woodlands have
boen certfiec in
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rules of the Forest
Stowardship Councl
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Lower altitude open habitats between Crag fell and Pillar
‘| have only marginal ecological interest tin terms of

the SSSI designation. These provide the opportunity

to expand native woodland and scrub habitats linking

. v,uth Heckbarley and strengthening altitudina{succession.
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This map is based on work carried out over three ‘ !
years from 2000 to 2004. The full data set describes
71 different habitats and is shown in this map

grouped by broad National Vegetation Classification
(NVC) habitats with an inset showing the level of
detail that is available. The dataset provides an
important baseline against which future resurveys

:| can be compared. During the lifetime of this plan

“] and subject to funding we hope to be able to repeat

this survey and extend it to areas not previously
surveyed

VR EENGTISERE
- %/| Vegetation monitoring

/| quadrats established in 2006
| and resurveyed in 2013.
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Narrow roads between
Ennerdale Bridge and
Bowness Knott

\._.i.| Bowness Knott Quarry
.| Main source of stone
for repairing forest roads

NERDALE AND KINNISIDE "CP
LS PR el whass
Additional stone for repairing
| forest roads may be supplied
— from quarries in Lowther
Park and Sillathwaite.

: SR
A )
Forest road across Woundell beck
removed to promote natural gravel
- | movement and release access for fish [
| spawning upstream 7

=
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Forestry Commission RN
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The River Ehen is designated as a Special Area of
Conservation principally for its Freshwater Mussels but
“) also for its low nutrient status. The Ehen mussel
population is the largest and only reproducing

Barma Fell

," ' | population in England.

.:::. The River Ehen has its source in the River

Liza and benefits from the buffering

effect of Ennerdale water in protecting
it from the energy released in the Liza.

N\

P o

*| supports a characteristic fauna and flora which
| includes examples of nationally rare and local

Ennerdale Water is an important example of a
nutrient poor lake, and in Cumbria is second
only to Wastwater for its low productivity, it

species. The fish population includes salmon,
trout and rare Arctic charr, The lakeshore is
also protected for its rare lakeshore habitats.

-

S T ‘m;_'_“ R
" Lake District National &v/ g 4

is one of England’s most natural river systems.

reacting catchment which feeds into Ennerdale
Water. The River Liza is a dynamic ,
hydrologically rich river exhibiting all the
natural processes from source to lake. It

=K T X

The River Liza Catchment is a high energy, fast |
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Western valley
characterised by
- Farms and Inbye land.

Kinnside Common

Lank Rigg -

LE AND KINNISIDE CP
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Ungrazed area will continue |
to be kept ungrazed as a
comparison to grazed areas | |

Ridge Boundary wall/fence
extended east as far as Little
Gowder Crag. To reduce grazing
pressure on sensitive exposed =
. | ridge habitats. Further work to extend |-
» | wall to the Steeple ridge and replace

—

G Fel

o v

Valley field boundaries |-
removed to facilitate | v
extensive grazing by
cattle and release

natural processes
S %

- | Middle Valley characterised by
| extensive cattle grazing in the

forest and lower valley sides.

Sheep grazing on northern

G il >

eyﬂi

| Eastern Valley characterised
by mixed sheep with some
| cattle on the open fell with some
= | access to conifer woodland

in the valley bottom.

~wi

Where opportunities arise
*| intensive sheep grazing is
| being replaced by extensive

| cattle grazing across the valley | «

o8 S Y 13 o % Y LY ST
5 R fence with wall ongoing. S " W) R
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~ = Mature larch felling

delayed in previous

{ and around the River Ehen
corridor is seeing native woodland

Volunteer led planting on Heckbarley g

== ... plan preventing
= | expansion of native

woodland and
removal of harsh

““| expanding.

Large area of conifers felled in
Heckbarley awaiting replanting

AND ¥

Kinniside Common

boundaries

| Harsh larch boundary | |
could be improved i

through felling
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Large exposed clearfell still
just starting to regenerate
also planted with juniper.

the reduction of sheep grazing

“| over the last 10 years and recent
introduction of extensive grazing
by cattle.

Side wood has expanded through |- %%

The arrival of the Larch disease
Phytophthora ramorum in the
valley in 2015 has led to the

Whasess | gl
o e

\BUTTERMERE, CP

5 Koo g

- Lake District National

o § 7

P rdeniird. 5

felling and killing standing of a
large area of mature larch.
Encouragingly much of this is &
Regenerating with Rowan and 7
over 50,000 native trees have
been planted across the affected

Reacting to high rainfall events the River
Liza regularly reshapes the valley bottom
"1 woodland removing established trees
whilst creating opportuntities for new
areas of new woodland and scrub

<-4 to develop on fresh gravel beds.

areas

e Scoas full

| Felling in 2007/8 opened up

“| both planted and regenerating

| Exposure to spring droughts and drying cold
| winds has seen losses to planted native
broadleaves at the east end of the valley.
Enrichment planting protected by tree
shelters, sheltering of surviving

trees began and further planting of new
areas continues.

e 1 ';,’

Juniper planting across the eastern
“4 Valley has established and adds

encouragement for further planting.

Large areas of young spruce

following approval of this plan YA ~ ; ; | still enclose sections of the
e 4 s W Large clearfell removed harsh | -, | More of the valley bottom and . | eastern valley bottom, reducing
o o8 o e o : | boundary now regenerating | removed most of the remaining |, | visitor experience and preventing
s / with heathland. | harsh conifer boundaries .| habitat connectivity along the
Ses Yoo 2 s T 7 A~ % | riparian corridor.
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